June 8 

Lesson 2 

Trust God's Promises

Devotional Reading: Psalm 27:7-14
Background Scripture: Haggai 1:12-2:9
Haggai 1:12-15
12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the Lord their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the Lord their God had sent him, and the people did fear before the Lord.

13 Then spake Haggai the Lord's messenger in the Lord's message unto the people, saying, I am with you, saith the Lord.

14 And the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and did work in the house of the Lord of hosts, their God,

15 In the four and twentieth day of the sixth month, in the second year of Darius the king.

Haggai 2:1-9
1 In the seventh month, in the one and twentieth day of the month, came the word of the Lord by the prophet Haggai, saying,

2 Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and to the residue of the people, saying,

3 Who is left among you that saw this house in her first glory? and how do ye see it now? is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing?

4 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the Lord; and be strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, the high priest; and be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the Lord, and work: for I am with you, saith the Lord of hosts:

5 According to the word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, so my spirit remaineth among you: fear ye not.

6 For thus saith the Lord of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land;

7 And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts.

8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts.

9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the Lord of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts.

Key Verse

The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the Lord of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts. —Haggai 2:9
Lesson Aims

After participating in this lesson, each student will be able to:

1. Summarize the promises God gave to His people and their leaders as they began to rebuild the temple.

2. Explain why the new temple seemed "as nothing" when compared with Solomon's and how, in spite of that, it would come to have "greater glory" than Solomon's temple.

3. Identify one area in which he or she can take the lead in rebuilding a neglected ministry of his or her congregation and make a plan to do so.
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Introduction

A. Extreme Makeover: Temple Edition

The television program Extreme Makeover: Home Edition has had many devoted fans since it first aired in December 2003. The people selected for the makeovers have been living in much less than ideal conditions. Often they have seen their own homes deteriorate while they sacrificed in service to others. So the makeover team enters a deficient house and rebuilds, leaving the occupants stunned at the beauty of their new residence.

Last week's study introduced us to the Old Testament prophet Haggai, who challenged the people to finish rebuilding the temple. Today's text features Haggai continuing his encouragement to the people, but with a different focus—a focus to think in terms of an extreme makeover.

B. Lesson Background

Today's lesson begins where last week's ended, at Haggai 1:12, and the year is still 520 BC. Since the background is the same, that information need not be repeated here. Even so, a bit more can be said about the larger historical context.

The book of Haggai is set in the period of Persian dominance, which began with the rise of Cyrus in 539 BC. Persian expansion to the west was eventually halted by defeats at the battles of Marathon (490 BC) and Salamis (480 BC). These battles occurred within the time gap between the last verse of Ezra 6 and the first verse of Ezra 7. The book of Esther is set within this time frame as well.

Persia was overthrown by Alexander the Great of Greece in the 330s BC. Thus the existence of Persia as a superpower in the ancient Near East lasted a bare 200 years. Her rise and collapse was foreseen some 30 years prior to the ministry of Haggai (Daniel 7:1, 5; 8:1-7, 20; 11:2). God was using these historical currents to protect His people.

I. Building a Temple

(Haggai 1:12-15)

A. Obedience Offered (v. 12)

12. Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the Lord their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the Lord their God had sent him, and the people did fear before the Lord.

We met the two leaders Zerubbabel and Joshua in last week's lesson (compare Ezra 3:2, 8; 4:3; 5:2; Nehemiah 12:1). That study indicted the people for their failure to give God's house the attention it deserved, but the prophecy was addressed to the people through these two leaders.

At the center of Haggai's message is his command to "consider [literally, 'set the heart upon'] your ways" (Haggai 1:5, 7). These words are indeed taken to heart as the verse before us records the reactions of the leaders along with all the remnant of the people as they obey the voice of the Lord their God.

The term remnant is an important one in Old Testament prophecy. In particular, Isaiah speaks of the significance of the remnant, which describes those who are left after an act of God's judgment, such as the Babylonian captivity (Isaiah 10:20-23; 11:11, 16; 46:3). What characterizes the true remnant, however, is not just that they survive to return to the land but that they have returned to the Lord. That Haggai's audience has done just that is clear from the language used in the verse before us: they have chosen to obey the Lord's word. By so doing, they acknowledge that Haggai is indeed the Lord's messenger.

The Value of a Remnant
Some time ago, my wife's stepmother worked in a fabric-remnant store. The store had many varieties of remnants of bolts of cloth—various kinds of cloth, patterns, and sizes. Such remnants were the leftovers after customers had purchased most of the fabric from the bolts.

These remnants were of little value to the typical fabric store. Fabric customers usually want multiple yards of cloth to make clothing, so the leftover at the end of a bolt was deemed not worth keeping in stock. There was little chance that someone would come in wanting such a small amount of a particular kind and pattern of cloth.

But rather than throw the cloth out, fabric stores would sell them to remnant stores for a very small price. Since the remnant stores did not have a huge investment in their stock, they too could sell these pieces for a very low price.

When our daughters were still small, my wife could pick up a piece of remnant cloth for 50 cents and make a dress or shirt for one of them. Our daughters wound up with a number of items of clothing that were made with little expense. So—what's a remnant worth? As raw material, next to nothing. But in the hands of a skilled craftsman, a remnant can become very useful. There is no greater craftsman than God! He can and will do great things with the remnants of His people in any era. Expect it!—J. B. N.

Furthermore, the verse notes that the people have an attitude of fear before the Lord. Such an attitude seems not to have characterized the people over the past 16 years, the time during which the temple remained unfinished. Now, however, the people's spiritual slumber is over; they are awakened by the challenge of Haggai. Their change of heart may well be captured in the phrase the Lord their God. At the beginning of Haggai's proclamation, the Lord refers to "this people" (Haggai 1:2), not "my people" to acknowledge them as His. But now the people choose to take God's messenger—and therefore God himself—seriously.

What Do You Think?
How should fear of the Lord manifest itself in the various ministries of the church? What problems can arise if such fear is absent?

Talking Points for Your Discussion
Evangelism

Worship

Teaching

Benevolence

Other

B. Assurance Affirmed (v. 13)

13. Then spake Haggai the Lord's messenger in the Lord's message unto the people, saying, I am with you, saith the Lord.

The words of the prophet are no longer words of rebuke and chastisement from the Lord; now they have the tone of encouragement and support. No greater assurance can be offered to any individual or group than when the Lord says I am with you (also Haggai 2:4, below).

C. Spirits Stirred (vv. 14, 15)

14, 15. And the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and did work in the house of the Lord of hosts, their God, in the four and twentieth day of the sixth month, in the second year of Darius the king.

Evidence of the Lord's presence is shown by His action in stirring up the spirit of the same people who are highlighted as obedient in verse 12. When God's people respond in obedience to His Word, then He is ready to bless them and accomplish great things through them.

What Do You Think?
How do we distinguish between times when God expects us to move forward vs. times when He wants us to wait for Him to do something?

Talking Points for Your Discussion
The role of prayer

Open and closed doors of opportunity

The relevance of biblical examples (Exodus 14:15; Acts 1:4; etc.)

Other

How to Say It

Cassiodorus Ka-see-uh-dawr-us.

Cyrus Sigh-russ.

Darius Duh-rye-us.

Haggai Hag-eye or Hag-ay-eye.

Josedech Jahss-uh-dek.

Salamis Sal-uh-mis.

Shealtiel She-al-tee-el.

Solomon Sol-o-mun.

Zechariah Zek-uh-rye-uh.

Zerubbabel Zeh-rub-uh-bul.

The date of the four and twentieth day of the sixth month, in the second year of Darius the king computes to be September 21, 520 BC. Thus we see an elapse of less than a month between the times when Haggai begins speaking the word of the Lord and the people's move to action. Even so, the prophet Zechariah will speak his own prophecy in just a few weeks regarding the people's need to repent and return to the Lord (Zechariah 1:1-7).

What Do You Think?
How do we recognize when a church is slipping into indifference? What has to happen to change course?

Talking Points for Your Discussion
Regarding attendance and giving patterns

Regarding inward vs. outward focus

Regarding engagement with culture

Regarding programming

Other

II. Blessing a Temple

(Haggai 2:1-9)

A. Former House (vv. 1-3)

1. In the seventh month, in the one and twentieth day of the month, came the word of the Lord by the prophet Haggai, saying.

This date computes to October 17, 520 BC. Therefore Haggai receives a new word of the Lord less than a month after the restart of the building project noted in Haggai 1:14, 15.

2, 3. Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and to the residue of the people, saying, Who is left among you that saw this house in her first glory? and how do ye see it now? is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing?

Those addressed are the same as before: the primary leaders (Zerubbabel and Joshua) and the residue (or remnant) of the people. The phrase this house in her first glory refers to Solomon's temple, which the Babylonians had destroyed some 66 years earlier, in 586 BC. Thus, there are some in Haggai's audience who are old enough to recall the majesty of that structure; they also can recall the indescribable heartache of seeing it ravaged by pagans. The Lord (through Haggai) asks these older folks to compare that temple with the one rising up before them now. Despite the fact that the Persians provide the necessary resources for rebuilding—first with the support of Cyrus (Ezra 1:1-8) and later with that of Darius (6:1-12)—it is clear that this second temple will not measure up to Solomon's.

This truth seems to have become evident after the foundation of the first temple was laid. Ezra 3:10-13 records the mixture of emotions at the dedication of the foundation, with many people shouting for joy while the older ones in the group wept. Apparently, there are some older folks still around who are able to recall with fondness the "good old days" of the splendor of Solomon's temple. Perhaps these individuals are now tempted to give up the rebuilding effort yet again since realistic expectations must admit that the grandeur of the new structure will not match that of the old. The leaders, Zerubbabel and Joshua, may be feeling this pressure as well, since they are addressed in the next verse.

What Do You Think?
What role, if any, should "realistic expectations" play in how the church is led?

Talking Points for Your Discussion
In building programs

In attendance

In giving

In spiritual growth

Other

Does It Seem As Nothing?
Gregor Mendel was an Austrian monk who studied and taught physics in his monastery. From 1859 to 1863, he experimented with hybridizing peas and discovered principles of heredity that are still regarded as the foundation of the modern field of genetics. The monumental impact of his studies came from little peas.

Cassiodorus, a Roman statesman and writer who became a monk in retirement, lived in Italy in the sixth century AD. That was a time when much of the literature of the ancient world was being destroyed by German barbarians as well as by neglect. He saved many manuscripts and had monks in his monastery copy them, thus preserving much of the literature of the ancient world for us today. Because of his seemingly small effort, many later monasteries became some of the best libraries in medieval Europe.

What projects for the Lord are you involved with? Do they "seem as nothing"? When we yield to God's will, our projects and acts of service may yield a significance in the longer view of things that we can scarcely imagine. Pray for it!—J. B. N.

B. Present Task (vv. 4, 5)

4. Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the Lord; and be strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, the high priest; and be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the Lord, and work: for I am with you, saith the Lord of hosts.

The Lord's exhortation to both leaders and people is exactly the same: be strong for the work. Then the assurance of Haggai 1:13 is repeated: I am with you.

The exhortation be strong may seem to be overly simple advice in a situation like this, but in truth it is precisely what the people need to hear. The lack of strength (both spiritual and physical) in the face of opposition had caused the initial attempt to rebuild the temple to slow down and eventually stop all together (Ezra 4; compare Nehemiah 4). The people must recognize that the strength they need is not that of their own; the Lord is indeed with them. He will continue to empower their efforts as they move forward together in faith and obedience.

5. According to the word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, so my Spirit remaineth among you: fear ye not.

The Lord adds to the exhortation of the previous verse a reminder of a promise He made to their ancestors who had emerged from bondage in Egypt. He had promised to be with them, and the power of His Spirit has been manifested at different times (examples: Exodus 31:1-5; Judges 6:34, 35; 15:14, 15).

We should note that the people whom God now addresses are not the ones who came out of Egypt, but their descendants. God's promises to the ancestors have not been nullified, in spite of all the obstacles and setbacks that those in Haggai's audience have experienced. And in a sense, Haggai's audience has emerged from its own "Egypt": the bondage of being held captive in Babylon.
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Visual for Lesson 2. Point to this visual as you ask, "How do we know if God is 'with us' in our spiritual and physical building projects?"
C. Future Plan (vv. 6-9)

6. For thus saith the Lord of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land.

If the people are becoming discouraged because of the apparent inferiority of the second temple, then the Lord now offers a glimpse of what He has in store for this structure. His announcement of His intention to shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land may bring to mind Exodus 19:18, where Mount Sinai "quaked greatly" when the Lord descended upon it. Now, however, Haggai pictures a coming shaking that will be worldwide in its impact.

The prediction of future shaking to occur in a little while makes us wonder to what event the Lord refers. We note that this verse is quoted in Hebrews, where the writer urges his readers not to "refuse" Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant (Hebrews 12:24-26). In verse 27, the writer focuses on the word once in analyzing the promise found in the book of Haggai: "And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain." Thus the writer of Hebrews seems to be describing the events surrounding the return of Jesus. How, then, does this fit with Haggai's phrase a little while, which he uttered in 520 BC (now over 2,500 years ago)?

The writer of Hebrews, as do other New Testament writers, treats the entire church age as taking place within the "last days." Note, for example, Hebrews 1:2, which states that God has spoken to us through Jesus His Son "in these last days." A series of shakings is associated with the first coming of Jesus: there are physical shakings at the times of His death (Matthew 27:50, 51) and resurrection (28:1, 2). There also is the spiritual upheaval brought about by the gospel's impact when it is preached; opponents of the gospel note that Paul and Silas have "turned the world upside down" (Acts 17:6).

Of course, a shaking of the entire universe will take place when Jesus returns, as noted in 2 Peter 3:10-13. Only those who are in the kingdom that "cannot be shaken" (Hebrews 12:27, 28) will be prepared for that day.

7. And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts.

Some students understand the desire of all nations to be a description of Jesus as the one whom the nations hunger and long for (even though they may not be willing to acknowledge that as such). But since the verb shall come is plural in Hebrew, others suggest that what is desired are the "forces of the Gentiles" of Isaiah 60:5 being brought in honor of and in service to Jesus—with the word forces perhaps figurative in terms of "strength" or "wealth." (In Haggai's own time, the wealth of the nation of Persia is being used to contribute to the rebuilding of the temple; see comments on the next verse.)

With either interpretation, a reference to the messianic age is in view. The promise I will fill this house with glory is then to be seen as fulfilled when Jesus enters the second temple (as elaborately refurbished by Herod the Great) and conducts some of His teaching ministry there (Luke 19:47; John 2:13-17; 7:14; 8:2). The presence of Emmanuel, meaning "God with us" (Matthew 1:22, 23), is what will make this second temple superior to Solomon's.

8. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts.

Solomon's temple had been built using extensive amounts of gold (1 Kings 6:19-35). Gold was in great abundance throughout Solomon's reign (note its frequent mention in 10:14-21), and he had "made silver to be in Jerusalem as stones, ... for abundance" (10:27). Yet who really owned these precious metals? If Haggai's listeners are concerned about whether they will have sufficient resources to finish their task, they are to remember that the Lord owns all resources; He will make certain the people have what they need.

What Do You Think?
How do we avoid crossing the line from functional relevance to undue extravagance in deciding how to equip our church buildings?

Talking Points for Your Discussion
Audio-visual capabilities

Internet access in classrooms

Wireless parent notification system

Other

9. The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the Lord of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts.

As in verse 7 above, the promise of glory is given. But here the Lord affirms that the glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former. As previously noted, this greater glory will occur because the Messiah, Jesus, will enter and teach there. As John tells us, "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth" (John 1:14). The presence of the one "greater than Solomon" (Matthew 12:42) is what will make the glory of the second temple greater than that of the first.

God's message concludes with the promise of peace. The name Jerusalem, where the temple is located, means "city of peace." Peace with God is often highlighted as a purpose for Jesus' coming into the world (Luke 2:13, 14; John 16:33; Romans 5:1; Ephesians 2:14-18). The Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6), who brings about peace between us and God, achieves this by means of His death and resurrection. In so doing, He can grant His followers entrance into the eternal city of peace, the new Jerusalem (Revelation 21:2).

Conclusion

A. Surviving the Shaking

The houses that the makeover team constructs on the television show Extreme Makeover: Home Edition are exceptionally beautiful. They also show a high quality workmanship. A viewer can see the work being done by people who know what they're doing and that they are building something that will last.

Of course, those houses won't last. No matter how structurally sound a house or any other building may be at completion, it cannot last forever. No earthquake has to occur—any structure will deteriorate as time passes, and various parts will need to be repaired or replaced. This is bound to occur with whatever belongs to the category of "things that are shaken" (Hebrews 12:27).

By contrast, Christians are "receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved" (Hebrews 12:28). Those who belong to that kingdom know the peace promised at the conclusion of today's text. Although the world around us may shake and the world's treasures and valuables age and decay, we remain firm and unmoved.

We trust in the promises of the God who does not change. As David expressed it so well, "Truly my soul waiteth upon God: from him cometh my salvation. He only is my rock and my salvation; he is my defence; I shall not be greatly moved" (Psalm 62:1, 2).

B. Prayer

Father, may our attitude today echo that of H. F. Lyte: "Change and decay in all around I see; O Thou who changest not, abide with me!" In Jesus' name, amen.

C. Thought to Remember

God's promises are unshakable.

Involvement Learning

Some of the activities below are also found in the helpful student book, Adult Bible Class.
Don’t forget to download the free reproducible page from www.standardlesson.com to enhance your lesson!

Into the Lesson

Have a bowl of peanuts on display. Point to it as you ask learners to suggest uses of peanuts other than for eating. Then say, "While we usually think of using peanuts in food, George Washington Carver came up with dozens of other products that could be made from peanuts. Even something so small and unimpressive looking as a peanut contains a multitude of ways to bless people. In today's lesson, God reminds the people of Judah that even though the temple they were building would not be as impressive as Solomon's temple, it was to exceed Solomon's in a certain way. Let's find out how and why."

Alternative: Introduce one of God's promises from today's lesson by distributing copies of the "Crossout Quiz" activity from the reproducible page, which you can download. When learners have completed it, say, "Let's find out why the second temple, which was much less impressive in appearance than the first, was to have much more glory than Solomon's temple."

Into the Word

Distribute handouts of today's text along with blue and red pens. Say, "We are going to mark the verses so you can see the promises God gave and the people's obedience to Him. Use red pens for God's promises, blue pens for actions of obedience." Read the text aloud, pausing after each verse to allow learners to mark them accordingly. The verses with God's promises are 1:13; 2:4, 5, 6, 7, 8 (implied promise that God would provide the resources they needed), and 9. Those with the people's obedience are 1:12, 14, 15. Review all the promises God made in this passage. Then ask, "Which promises were helpful for Haggai's day, and which ones gave hope for the future?" Discuss.

Divide the class in two, an Agree Group and a Disagree Group. Give the Agree Group the following instructions on a handout: "Develop an argument to support the propositions that (1) Solomon was the greatest king of Israel and (2) Solomon's temple brought the most glory to Israel. To support your arguments, research these Scriptures: (1) 1 Kings 3:1-15; 10:14-29; and (2) 1 Kings 6:14-38; Haggai 2:1-3.

Give the Disagree Group the following instructions on a handout: "Develop an argument to disprove the propositions that (1) Solomon was the greatest king of Israel and (2) Solomon's temple brought the most glory to Israel. To support your arguments, research these Scriptures: (1) 1 Kings 11:1-6; Matthew 12:42; and (2) Haggai 2:3, 6-9; John 2:13-22; 7:14.

After several minutes, have one spokesperson from each group come to the front. Read Proposition 1 and allow the groups to respond; do the same with Proposition 2. Then ask, "Which side of this debate would God be on?" Discuss. (If you have a large class, form four groups and assign each to agree or disagree with just one of the propositions.)

Into Life

Have someone who has been part of your fellowship for many years participate in an interview about what your congregation was like in the past. Let this person know in advance that you'll be asking these questions: "What do you remember about the earlier days of the church? How has the building in which we meet changed over the years? Is there a ministry that we used to do that we no longer do?" Allow time for questions.

Lead a discussion by asking, "Is there anything we used to do that we should do again?" (Be careful not to stir up controversy!) If there is interest in doing so, encourage learners to become involved in reviving that ministry with approval of the church's leadership. Distribute copies of the "Temple Then, Temple Now" activity from the reproducible page as a take-home exercise.
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