March 16 
Lesson 3 
Peter's Report

Devotional Reading: Psalm 16:7-11
Background Scripture: Psalm 110; Mark 12:35-37; Acts 2:22-36
Psalm 110:1-4
1 The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.

2 The Lord shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies.

3 Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth.

4 The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.

Acts 2:22-27, 29-32
22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know:

23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:

24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it.

25 For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved:

26 Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope:

27 Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.

 

29 Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.

30 Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne;

31 He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.

32 This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.

Key Verse

[David] seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. —Acts 2:31
Lesson Aims

After participating in this lesson, each student will be able to:

1. Identify declarations of God's victory in today's texts.

2. Explain why Jesus' resurrection is the beginning of God's victory and the assurance of God's final victory.

3. Create and carry a reminder to inspire confidence in God's victory whenever difficult circumstances challenge his or her faith.
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Introduction

A. The Season's Turning Point

For sports fans there is nothing like a championship season for the home team. After such a season, fans may ask themselves, "When was it clear that we had a championship team? What was the turning point in the season?" The faithful may recall different moments when their team came from behind to win against a tough opponent, a key player overcame an injury, or a coach proved the naysayers wrong.

As the people of God look at history, they can ask a similar question: "When was it clearest that God would be victorious?" There are the various "big games" in biblical history: the great flood, the exodus, etc. But the resurrection of Jesus must be considered the ultimate turning point.

The events that led up to that event had moved Jesus' followers from hope to despair. By word and deed, Jesus had appeared to be the great king whom God had promised. But those expectations were dashed when Jesus was arrested and crucified. But His resurrection changed everything, bringing eternal victory to what seemed to be yet another defeat. There could be no greater historical turning point. God's plan had prevailed.

Today we will study two texts that show us Jesus' resurrection to be that definitive turning point. Our texts come from the Psalms (Israel's collection of inspired worship songs) and Acts (the New Testament's history of the first-century church). Though centuries apart, these books reflect similar circumstances: they both address God's people as they lived in what seems to be insignificance, even defeat.

B. Lesson Background

Reading the Psalms and the rest of the Old Testament, we do well to remember that Israel was a small nation with little political or military power in comparison with, at various times, the great powers of Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, and Persia. Yet Israel claimed that its God was the only true God, the ruler over all. How could the true God be worshipped only by the people of a small nation—and not even worshipped consistently by them—while the great powers honored other gods? If Israel's God were the true God, would Israel not be much more powerful than it was?

The answers to such questions can take many forms, but two ideas seem to be at the heart of the matter. First, Israel's God deliberately takes the side of the weak and seemingly insignificant; victory through human weakness means that humans cannot take the credit. Second, Israel's God declared that He was not finished. God promised to retake His world for himself, to make it fully His again, by reversing the effects of human rebellion against Him.

The situation of the first-century church bore similarities to that of Old Testament Israel: Christians were few in number and weak in the eyes of the world. Furthermore, Christians worshipped a man whom the Romans had tortured to death as a criminal. How could such a group have believed itself to be the people of the true God? Today's texts help us answer these questions of both Old Testament Israel, which awaited the fulfillment of God's promise, and of the first-century church, which declared that God had initiated the fulfillment of His greatest promise.

I. Victory Promised

(Psalm 110:1-4)

Psalm 110, written by David, is one of many psalms celebrating the authority that God gave to Israel's king. But as we read this psalm, we remember that the Israel of David's day is a comparatively insignificant nation politically and militarily. Thus we understand that the psalm looks by faith to the future, to the time when God will fulfill the promise to send a great king to rule eternally (2 Samuel 7:4-16, lesson 1).

A. Subdued Enemies (vv. 1, 2)

1. The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.

The first six words of this verse can be confusing in an English translation—we may wonder if God is talking to himself! We begin to move toward a solution when we realize that the Hebrew text uses different words for the two occurrences of Lord that we see here. The Lord translates the personal name of God in the Old Testament, often vocalized as Yahweh, while my Lord translates a different word.

But what is the identity of this second individual? Some propose that it refers to Israel's king at the time, namely David, as he speaks of himself in the third person. Under this idea, the opening phrase of this psalm means, "This is what the Lord God said to Israel's king."

The complete solution is found in Matthew 22:41-45, where Jesus identifies himself as the second of the two Lords in this psalm. God (through David) is indeed speaking of Israel's king, and that king is ultimately revealed to be the Christ. God's words to Him are an invitation to share the Father's kingly authority. To sit at God's right hand is to share His throne, the symbol of that authority. The psalm thus declares that Israel's promised king is to rule by God's appointment and power.

The phrase until I make thine enemies thy footstool acknowledges that the world will not be in submission to God's appointed king for a while. But God will defeat the king's enemies. They will end up bowing before the king's feet as if those enemies were a footstool. Israel's God is the true power, and the present situation is temporary. God's enemies seem to prevail only until He acts to bring them into submission to himself and His king. The importance of this verse is seen in the fact that it is quoted eight times in the New Testament (Matthew 22:44; 26:64; Mark 12:36; 14:62; Luke 20:42, 43; 22:69; Acts 2:34, 35; and Hebrews 1:13).

What Do You Think?
Which area of life in the world seems least in submission to God? Why? How should Christians act and react with regard to this rebellion?

Talking Points for Your Discussion
The entertainment industry

A country that persecutes Christians

Governmental policy

Other
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Visual for Lesson 3. Point to this photo of King David's tomb as you discuss the comparison with Jesus in verses 29-32.
2. The Lord shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies.

The rod of thy strength is a symbol of the king's authority. From Zion—the mountain on which Jerusalem is built and from which Israel's king rules—God enables His chosen one to rule with authority. It is an authority that stands even though God's people are surrounded by enemies. The Israel of David's day looks forward to that authority being revealed in full as God brings the enemies to submission.

The Power of God and Kings
The state of monarchy is the supremest thing upon earth; for kings are not only God's lieutenants upon earth, and sit upon God's throne, but even by God himself are called gods... . [For someone] to dispute what God may do is blasphemy ... so is it sedition in subjects to dispute what a king may do in the height of his power.
Those are the words of James I, who was king of England from 1603 to 1625. During his reign, he sought to establish the philosophical and theological foundation for the so-called "divine right of kings."

The act of gaining a leadership position can have a perverse effect. Pride may twist our spirits, encouraging us to believe that we have gained our position by the will of God, regardless of what personal chicanery, deceit, or fraud put us there. Tragically, leaders in the church and in parachurch organizations have been known to believe that what they do "must" be God's will because they have dedicated their lives to serving God. Even more tragically, their followers may yield in unthinking agreement.

The psalmist reminds us that the ultimate source of all power is God. This means, among other things, that everyone is accountable to Him. We need such reminders!—C. R. B.

B. Loyal Subjects (v. 3)

3. Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth.

God promises to the king the loyalty of his subjects. When the king calls on the people to stand by him for battle, they will answer the call. But the king's authority comes not from military might. Rather, the authority is apparent as he displays the beauties of holiness: his belonging to God is what commands his people's allegiance. The king's power will not diminish with time; each new day (morning) will mean that the king retains the vitality depicted as the dew of thy youth.

C. Eternal Priesthood (v. 4)

4. The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.

We usually take the word repent to mean something like "to be sorry for having sinned," but in this context it means "relent." God's commitment to the king is permanent. The psalmist presents this as an oath, with God declaring the king to be a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek. That man was king of Salem (the settlement that became Jerusalem) and also a priest of God during the time of Abraham (Genesis 14:17-20).

However, Israel's law and history forbid its king to act as priest (compare 2 Chronicles 26:16-18). Although Israelite kings are, in a sense, the nation's leaders in worship, the priestly offices themselves are held by others—those of the tribe of Levi. The verse before us looks forward to something different, to a time when the promised king will also serve as the great high priest. As Hebrews 5:5-10 and 7:1-22 make clear, Jesus is this ultimate priest-king.

II. Victory Achieved

(Acts 2:22-27, 29-32)

Acts 2 recounts the events of the Day of Pentecost, especially Peter's speech. On that day, the Holy Spirit is poured out on the followers of Jesus in Jerusalem, and the Spirit's presence is miraculously demonstrated as the disciples begin speaking in other languages.

People wonder what they are witnessing. Peter informs them that God's promise to pour out His Spirit on His people is being fulfilled. But why is God doing that now, with these seemingly insignificant people? After quoting the prophet Joel, Peter proceeds to explain the meaning and significance of what is happening.

A. Reviewing Jesus' Story (vv. 22-24)

22. Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know.

Peter summarizes what the crowd already knows about Jesus: that He had been an exceptional worker of miracles (compare John 3:2). Those deeds, Peter elaborates, could have been done only by one having God's approval. But what about Jesus' death? Did that not prove something different about Him, that He had been abandoned by God and defeated by His enemies?

23. Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain.

Jesus' death was no accident, and it was not the result of God's disfavor on Him. Rather, it was the fulfillment of God's deliberate plan (compare Acts 4:28), what God had intended to bring about even before He created the world.

But there is another aspect to the story. The people of Jerusalem, those who are listening to Peter's speech, had called for Jesus' death a few weeks previously. They were among those who rejected the one whom God had sent, handing Him over to be crucified by the pagan Romans. By opposing Jesus, they have aligned themselves with God's enemies. They are guilty of rejecting God's king.

What Do You Think?
When have you seen evil intent result in ultimate good and glory to God? How did this help you grow in your faith?

Talking Points for Your Discussion
Involving you personally

Involving your church

Other

24. Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it.

God has responded to the rejection and slaying of Jesus with a powerful act: He raised Jesus from the dead. This act vindicated Jesus as God's king, setting right what had been done to Him. It was not possible for Jesus to be held in death's grip; God's promise was simply too great for that to happen.

What Do You Think?
How does the fact of Jesus' resurrection influence the way you respond to various life experiences? How should it?

Talking Points for Your Discussion
Regarding the death of a fellow Christian or an unbeliever

Regarding major or trivial disappointments

Regarding sin (against you or by you)

Other

B. Remembering David's Prophecy (vv. 25-27)

25. For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved.

Peter now begins quoting from Psalm 16:8-11. This psalm speaks from King David's perspective, expressing utter confidence in God's protection. This psalm expresses how all believers should respond in times of adversity: no matter what dangers or threats they confront, they know that God is with them. The quotation begins by saying that God is so close it is as if He is standing right next to David.

Peter is making a significant application of this psalm. His reasoning is that if God has promised to protect King David, then God will all the more protect the great, promised king—Jesus.

What Do You Think?
What protection by God have you praised Him for most recently? How can you turn this kind of praise into a witness for Him?

Talking Points for Your Discussion
Financial protection

Physical protection

Spiritual protection

Other

26. Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope.

Peter continues to quote Psalm 16. The response of the faithful to God's presence is joy, praise, and confidence for the future. Because God is the protector of the faithful, His people have nothing to fear. Even the worst that can happen to them—death—is no real threat.

27. Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.

The quotation from Psalm 16 continues (see also Acts 13:35). The Old Testament does not provide the reader with a crystal clear notion of life beyond death, but it does affirm the absolute faithfulness of God—faithfulness that extends through all of earthly life and beyond. That is the confidence expressed here by David.

The word translated hell refers not to the place of eternal punishment in this context, but simply to the state of death. Corruption refers to the physical decay that follows death. David in his day did not believe that death had the final word. The resurrection of Jesus, the Holy One, proves the validity of that belief.

What Do You Think?
How does your belief in Jesus' resurrection make a difference in how you view death in various contexts?

Talking Points for Your Discussion
Regarding deaths by accidents

Regarding deaths preceded by lengthy suffering

Regarding suicide

Regarding murder

Other

C. Revealing God's Fulfillment (vv. 29-32)

29, 30. Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne.

Peter expands his comparison of David with Jesus, beginning with the simple, known fact that David died and remains both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day (see 1 Kings 2:10). However, the same cannot be said for Jesus! God's promise to protect David was a real promise, but what God planned to do for the promised son of David, the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, was to be even greater. God planned for Jesus to be raised from the dead to sit on David's throne, therefore saying a definitive, final No! to the grave and decay. David spoke for all the faithful, but he spoke better than anyone realized concerning the promised king to come (compare Psalm 132:11).

31. He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.

So in Jesus' resurrection, David's hope in God is now fulfilled in an unprecedented way. All the faithful can share David's confidence that God does not abandon them to the grave. Jesus—God's Christ, the promised king—has been delivered from death with an immediacy and finality that surpasses anything that God had done before. God has amazed and surprised His people by raising Jesus from the tomb to appear fully and triumphantly alive to His followers. In a tomb from sundown on Friday to sunrise on Sunday, His life or soul was not abandoned to the state of death. His flesh did not decay, but was restored to perfect life. Paul will later affirm that David's body indeed decayed after his death, but not so the body of Jesus (Acts 13:34-37).

Peter's argument carries an important implication. In Jesus' resurrection, God demonstrates that He most assuredly acts to protect and preserve. If God has done this for Jesus, then surely He will do the same for all His people. Jesus' resurrection serves as the guarantee that God will also raise us up. Death will have the final word for none of God's people. God's victory, begun in Jesus, will come to completion when God raises all His people at the end of the age (Daniel 12:2; Acts 23:6; Romans 6:5; 1 Corinthians 15; etc.).

The Greatest Emancipator
Abraham Lincoln is regarded by many historians as the greatest U.S. president. Lincoln's role in preserving the Union during America's Civil War is the subject of numerous studies on effective leadership even today, and his actions to end slavery have earned him the designation the great emancipator.

Today, the remains of the great emancipator lie in a tomb in Springfield, Illinois. Above the tomb rises a 117-foot obelisk. The tomb itself features polished marble and bronze; statues and plaques honor the president who was felled by an assassin's bullet in 1865. Lincoln's voice lives on in many ways, particularly in his Gettysburg Address—one of the most quoted speeches in American history. Even so, Lincoln is dead.

How to Say It

Assyria Uh-sear-ee-uh.

Babylon Bab-uh-lun.

Egypt Ee-jipt.

Levi Lee-vye.

Melchizedek Mel-kiz-eh-dek.

patriarch pay-tree-ark.

Pentecost Pent-ih-kost.

Persia Per-zhuh.

sepulchre sep-ul-kur.

Yahweh (Hebrew) Yah-weh.

Jesus also was one who had His life unjustly taken. But when He rose from the dead on the third day, He became history's greatest emancipator. His death and resurrection provide freedom from slavery to sin. We serve a Savior who is alive forevermore. The location of Jesus' tomb is uncertain but also irrelevant because it is empty. One day our tombs and graves will be empty and irrelevant as well. Let us live today in recognition of that fact.—C. R. B.

32. This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.

The reason Peter expects his audience to believe the audacious claim of verse 31 is that he and others have seen the resurrected Jesus. They know that Jesus' tomb is empty. He is no longer dead and buried, but alive and active. Jesus' enemies cannot produce the body of a dead Jesus to refute this.

Conclusion

A. Didn't Look Like Much

From a human perspective, Israel was not much of a nation, Jesus was not much of a leader, and the first-century church was not much of a movement. By the numbers—people, money, territory—few of the first Christians amounted to much.

But from God's perspective, the whole of human history is tied up in these seeming "not muches." God worked through tiny Israel to bring lowly Jesus, who built the seemingly insignificant church. While the world went about its business, God was taking back what He had made and deeply loved all along.

B. Prayer

Father, we take heart knowing that Christ has overcome our greatest enemy, death. Give us the confidence that we are secure as Your people no matter what. In Jesus' name, amen.

C. Thought to Remember

Look both backward and forward to Jesus.

Involvement Learning

Some of the activities below are also found in the helpful student book, Adult Bible Class.
Don’t forget to download the free reproducible page from www.standardlesson.com to enhance your lesson!

Into the Lesson

Say, "I'm going to call on some of you to 'give me a letter,' like in an old-time cheer. At the end, I'm going to ask, 'What's that spell?' Then everyone shout out the word." Point to a learner at random as you say "[learner's name], give me a V!" Do the same with different learners as you proceed through the letters of the word victory. Then with intensity ask the class, "What's that spell?" After the class shouts "victory," say, "Today's texts are simple statements of victory for those who appeared to be losing. Let's see how God planned victory out of the seeming jaws of defeat!"

Option: Before class begins, place in chairs copies of the "The Way of All the Earth" activity from the reproducible page, which you can download. This will help set up the contrast between death and resurrection. At an appropriate point in the Into the Word segment, you can refer to 1 Kings 2:1 to note a key difference between King David and King Jesus, as Peter does in Acts 2:29.

Into the Word

Distribute handouts with the following clauses, one for each of the lesson's 14 verses. Include this instruction: "Identify the verse that best relates to each entry." (Suggested answers are given here in parentheses; do not include these on the handouts.)

From Psalm 110
___ Similar to this guy! (v. 4)

___ Some things are ever new! (v. 3)

___ Take your seat! (v. 1)

___ Scepters are for kings! (v. 2)

From Acts 2
___ It's no secret! (v. 22)

___ Patriarchs are still dead! (v. 29)

___ Witnesses are critical to Christian belief! (v. 32)

___ What David saw! (v. 25)

___ A king who was a prophet too! (v. 30)

___ When death didn't mean "decomposition"! (v. 31)

___ You stand accused! (v. 23)

___ When heart, tongue, and body agree! (v. 26)

___ Death has just met its match! (v. 24)

___ What God will not do! (v. 27).

Have learners work on these in groups of two or three. Call for conclusions when groups are finished. Ask for justifications where disagreements exist. After you finish working through the 14 verses, repeat the cheer from Into the Lesson.

Ask, "In what sense can we say that Resurrection = Victory?" After everyone has had a chance to respond, write 1 Corinthians 15:26 on the board: "The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death." Use the fact of Christ's resurrection to discuss implications for our own.

Option: Distribute copies of the "The Way of the Messiah-King" activity from the reproducible page. Form learners into groups of two or three to brainstorm responses. Discuss results; you can give a small prize to members of the group that come up with the most ingenious responses.

Into Life

[image: image2.png]



Give me a V!
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Give to each learner a copy of the megaphone image below. (You can laminate these onto small cards if you have access to that capability.) Say, "Keep this handy to remind yourself that we are on the winning team. Let this image encourage you when it seems like you are losing. Remember: our ultimate victory is assured!"
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