March 23 
Lesson 4 
Worthy Is the Lamb

Devotional Reading: Matthew 9:35-10:1
Background Scripture: Revelation 3:7; 5:5-13; 6:12-7:17; 22:16
Revelation 5:5-13
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5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.

6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.

7 And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne.

8 And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints.

9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;

10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.

11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;

12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.

13 And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.

Key Verse

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. —Revelation 5:12
Lesson Aims

After participating in this lesson, each student will be able to:

1. Identify elements of the text that stress Christ's rule over the world.

2. Explain God's plan for the world as the saving work of Christ and the sharing of the message of Christ with the entire world.

3. Sign a covenant to be faithful in worship, with a keen appreciation of the Christ he or she worships.

Lesson Outline
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I. The Lamb Appears (Revelation 5:5-7)
A. With the Power of a Lion (v. 5)

B. With the Authority of God (vv. 6, 7)

Incongruities
II. The Lamb Is Worshipped (Revelation 5:8-13)
A. By Creatures and Elders (vv. 8-10)

B. By Many Angels (vv. 11, 12)

C. By Everything in Creation (v. 13)

A Different Kind of "Universalism"
Conclusion

A. Our Part in God's Plan
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C. Thought to Remember

Introduction

A. Beyond Comic-book Images

Even if you are not a fan, you are probably familiar with the storytelling in superhero comic books. Comic books tell stories of intense conflict. The pictures have vivid colors and exaggerated proportion. The characters, usually having fantastic powers, are part of a story with a clear line between good and evil, between an arch-villain and a superhero, and with the fate of humanity hanging in the balance. Comic books are fantasy, but their appeal to a wide audience of decades past has been renewed in movies that mimic their formula.

Perhaps this formula is popular because humans have a strong desire to see the conflict between good and evil portrayed in a way that reflects their own pain and fears but supplies a decisive ending to the story. Comic-book storytelling gives us what we want to see: heroes who always manage to defeat evil and rescue the helpless.

Critics of the Bible may view the book of Revelation as no more than a comic book, given its vividly colorful word-pictures. These pictures draw clear lines between good and evil, with a superhero victorious in the end. As comic-book superheroes go into battle in issue after issue, so the superhero of Revelation appears in conflict with a supervillain in chapter after chapter.

Such a comparison, however, is quite superficial. The book of Revelation, unlike a comic book, is a God-inspired depiction of the essential conflict of every age: God and His people on the one hand against Satan and the powers of the world on the other. Also unlike comic books, with their stories portraying conflicts seemingly without end, Revelation assures us that the conflict between God and the devil will not go on forever. The book of Revelation is no fantasy. There will be a decisive end in which God is fully victorious. In fact, that end is near.

B. Lesson Background

The book of Revelation is commonly thought to be the most difficult and mysterious in the Bible. But if we consider a few important facts about the book, Revelation's essential message can be very clear to us.

The book itself tells us that its contents were received by John while he was on the remote Mediterranean island of Patmos (Revelation 1:9). For his preaching of the gospel, imperial authorities had sentenced him to exile on that island. Persecution was the lot of many Christians in that day. Faith in Jesus made Christians the object of scorn, ridicule, and even violence. To Christians under persecution, it could seem that all the powers of the world were aligned against them.

Where was God in all of this? Had He abandoned His people? Are the powers of the world really greater than God's power? Revelation answers these persistent questions. Unfolding as a series of visions, the book shows repeatedly that God delivers His people while bringing judgment on those who oppose Him. Of course, persecution of the faithful was nothing new in John's day. So Revelation often borrows images from other biblical books, showing that the experience in the present is very much like the experience of the past.

Our text comes early in Revelation. After introducing the book's themes (chapter 1), the book presents seven short letters to the persecuted churches of Asia Minor, offering encouragement, correction, and warning (chapters 2, 3). Then we are told of John's vision of God's throne (chapter 4). At the throne is presented a scroll or "book," sealed with seven seals (5:1). A search is made for one who can open the book, and none is found (5:2, 3). John begins to weep, fearing that the book will not be opened (5:4). Then our text begins.

I. The Lamb Appears

(Revelation 5:5-7)

A. With the Power of a Lion (v. 5)

5. And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.

John's vision thus far has included 24 elders who surround God's throne in worship (Revelation 4:4). These elders seem to provide an image of God's people, gathered in God's presence. One of these figures now explains to John that there is indeed one who can open the book. The elder uses terms that remind us of the ancient promise of a great king: Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David (Genesis 49:9; Isaiah 11:1). The search that took place in Revelation 5:3, 4 discovered no one able to open the book, but now one is found. He alone has prevailed or been victorious.

This description helps us understand the significance of the book: it represents the unfolding of God's plan that brings about His final victory in the world. Thus only God's promised king can open such a book. Looking at the world's awful state today, we might imagine that no one can make it conform to His will. But God's king can and shall.

B. With the Authority of God (vv. 6, 7)

6. And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.

The king who was just described as a victorious lion now appears as a slain lamb. How can both images apply to one being? If we know the good news of Jesus, we have the answer. Jesus is God's king who willingly submitted to death on the cross and rose again. He is the sacrificial lamb who took our sin on himself (Isaiah 53:7-9), becoming utterly victorious as He rose from the dead.

This victorious Lamb has unusual features: seven horns and seven eyes. The horns suggest power (Psalm 89:17), while the eyes suggest watchful protection (Zechariah 3:9; 4:10). The fact that the Lamb has seven of each corresponds to the seven churches to whom the book is addressed (Revelation 1:4). The Lamb manifestly has sufficient power to watch over His people and defeat their enemies.

How to Say It

haberdasher ha-burr-da-shur.

Mediterranean Med-uh-tuh-ray-nee-un.

Patmos Pat-muss.

Zechariah Zek-uh-rye-uh.

This powerful Lamb stands in the middle of the throne scene, surrounded by the elders and the four beasts, together suggesting the whole of creation. Jesus has authority over God's people and over the entire universe. He has this authority despite the fact that He had been killed, for He has defeated death by His resurrection.

The suffering church is beginning to see the answer to its condition. They are watched over and protected by the Christ who knows what it is like to be persecuted, even to be killed, for the sake of righteousness. His resurrection power is at work in the life of the church, even when everything seems to be going the wrong way.

What Do You Think?
Which of John's descriptions of Jesus help you most to face daily challenges? Why?

Talking Points for Your Discussion
Jesus' absolute power (seven horns)

Jesus' absolute awareness (seven eyes)

Other

Incongruities
Many things in life seem incongruous. A tiny group of 13 British colonies would become the greatest economic and military power in history. A haberdasher named Harry S. Truman would become the American president who decided to use atomic weapons. A nation founded to offer "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness" to its citizens would come to legalize the destruction of infants in the womb. A young man named Bill Gates would become one of the wealthiest men in the world after dropping out of college to start a software company.

The apostle John depicts for us the ultimate incongruity: a Lamb that has been slaughtered—the symbol of weakness and defeat—standing alive and powerful. This Lamb's seven horns and seven eyes enable Him to protect all who place their trust in Him. He exercises His authority over all creation, and no one is able to challenge Him.

God does things that don't make sense to the natural mind. But if we allow Him, He will even do things in our lives that we would never have dreamed to be possible. Are you open to God's incongruities?—C. R. B.

7. And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne.

The Lamb's authority and worthiness to open the book are now demonstrated decisively. The Lamb approaches God's throne and takes the book directly from God's right hand. The Lamb's authority is like God's authority as represented by God's throne: authority over all creation. By that authority the Lamb will fulfill God's purpose, represented by the book that He takes.

II. The Lamb Is Worshipped

(Revelation 5:8-13)

A. By Beasts and Elders (vv. 8-10)

8a. And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb,

Previously, those surrounding the throne had fallen in worship before the Lord God (Revelation 4:9, 10). Now they worship the Lamb in the same way. The Lamb's authority is the authority of God himself, and He is worthy of worship in every way that God is.

8b. Having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints.

The beasts and elders hold objects that evoke worship. Their harps suggest worship in song (Psalm 33:2; 43:4; 71:22). They hold golden vials full of odours (or incense; compare Revelation 8:3, 4), which the text tells us represent the prayers of God's people. Because smoke from incense rises and creates a pleasing aroma, it was used in Israel's temple as a symbol of prayers rising to God (Psalm 141:2; Luke 1:9, 10).

As the Lamb takes the book or scroll, He will respond to the prayers of God's people—prayers for rescue, for justice, for evil to be defeated, and for God's reign to be realized fully. The Lamb is the one who will bring all this about. So all of God's people and all of creation join in worshipping Him.

9. And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation.

The worshippers' singing is described in terms of a new song. God's saving work in Revelation is sometimes described as new: the faithful receive a "new name" (Revelation 2:17; 3:12), and God brings about "a new heaven and a new earth" (21:1) and a "new Jerusalem" (3:12; 21:2). Indeed, God declares that in the end He makes "all things new" (21:5).

This newness is the utter change that God brings to the world as He establishes His rule over it. He transforms it from a world of rebellion against Him to submission to Him, from darkness to light, from suffering to joy. So the song that is sung in worship is a new song, reflecting the new reality that God is achieving through Christ, the Lamb.

What Do You Think?
What kinds of worship songs are especially powerful to you in worship? Why is that?

Talking Points for Your Discussion
Songs of hope and/or trust

Songs of victory

Songs of praise

Songs of devotion

Other

The content of the song reflects the new reality. The Lamb alone is worthy to unseal the book because by His death He has redeemed the people of God. The image of redemption comes from the slave market, implying that humans enslaved in their sin have been freed by Christ's death.

The descriptions every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation pile up to emphasize that God's people ultimately are a global people. As God announced to Abraham, His purpose in calling one nation, Israel, is to bless every nation (Genesis 22:16-18). God's triumph will be global, offering membership in His people to all peoples.

What Do You Think?
How can you increase your participation in your church's efforts to take the gospel to the wide diversity of the world's population?

Talking Points for Your Discussion
With regard to foreign evangelism

With regard to local cross-cultural evangelism

With regard to cross-cultural service projects

Other

10. And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.

The worshippers give thanks that God graciously shares His triumph with His people. Earlier, John saw that the 24 elders were seated and wearing crowns (Revelation 4:4), suggesting that God has appointed them as His regents, carrying out His rule. Entrusted to deliver the saving message of the gospel, Christians are appointed by God to extend His rule to every nation. In that way we have become kings who assist the great king (Matthew 16:15-19; Luke 22:30). Of course, our kingship does not invest us with personal authority, for all authority belongs to God and to the Lamb. Our task is to obey the divine king.

Likewise, as those around the throne hold harps and bowls of incense, they take the role of priests. Christ's followers, with Christ as high priest, are invested with the priestly roles of worship and intercession, sharing the gospel to bring others to become worshippers of the true God (1 Peter 2:9).

What Do You Think?
What can you do in the week ahead to fulfill your role in Christ's holy and royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:5, 9)?

Talking Points for Your Discussion
Issues of self (personal holiness, devotional time, thought life, etc.)

Issues involving others (intercessory prayer, service, etc.)

Issues involving your church (teaching, etc.)

These exalted roles for God's people stand in sharp contrast with the condition of persecuted Christians like John. As far as the powers of the world are concerned, such people are of no significance. But from the perspective of God's throne, we are His kings and priests. Through them (us) God is making the world His again.

B. By a Multitude of Angels (vv. 11, 12)

11. And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands.

As the scene continues, the description is like a camera lens zooming out to widen its field of view. Around the throne are the beasts and the elders, but beyond them is a numberless crowd of angels. In the Greek language, the highest number-word commonly used is the word for ten thousand. So to say ten thousand times ten thousand is to offer a number as large as one can describe, and to add thousands to that enhances the description (compare Daniel 7:10; Hebrews 12:22). We might compare our slang word zillions, by which we mean a number so large that no one can count it.

Angels are God's messengers and servants. They do not inhabit our earth, but they can visit it at God's command. Sometimes they are pictured as comprising an army that can fight God's enemies (Matthew 26:53). This numberless throng of angels suggests the almighty power of God as all stand by the throne in worship, ready to do His bidding.

12. Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.

Our text began with the assertion that only the Lamb is worthy to open the book (v. 5). Now the heavenly assembly joins in proclaiming the full extent of that worthiness. As before, His worthiness is a consequence of giving His life for the sake of the unworthy (v. 9). Because He is the Lamb that was slain, He is exalted to the highest position.

The worshippers offer a long list of the things that the Lamb receives, all indicating utter authority to rule (compare 1 Chronicles 29:11). Power suggests the ability to accomplish His will. The word riches indicates wealth, the possession of all the resources needed to rule. Wisdom is the attribute of the noble ruler who brings blessing to those ruled. Strength parallels power, suggesting not just abstract power but power at work. Honour, and glory, and blessing are what the great ruler receives back from his people, the acclaim that grateful subjects give to a just and powerful king.

Whatever praise the kings of the world receive, it is but a shadow of the praise that the Lamb deserves. John's vision outstrips any scene in which an earthly ruler is acclaimed. The divine Christ, the one who died and rose, is king of kings.

What Do You Think?
How can churches in your community better work together to honor Christ?

Talking Points for Your Discussion
Through community worship services on special occasions (Christmas drama, etc.)

Through crisis/disaster response

Through ongoing benevolence

Other

C. By Everything in Creation (v. 13)

13. And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.

To this point, the worshipping congregation has been in Heaven—that is, in God's very presence. First we saw those immediately around God's throne, then the throng of angels beyond them. Now the lens of the camera is at the widest possible angle, taking in all that exists.

Again, John uses several expressions to emphasize that praise comes from every part of creation, without exception. Heaven here may refer either to the abode of God or to the sky above the earth, and John may intend both. Under the earth may refer to the abode of the dead or simply to whatever exists below the physical surface of the earth.

John adds in the sea in case we understand earth to refer just to dry land. The list ends with all that are in them, meaning every created thing in all the places named before. Has any possible place been omitted? We can safely say no. All of creation—literally everything that exists—joins in praise to God. The words of praise echo the words of the heavenly congregation in verse 12. All creation attests that power and praise belong to God and the Lamb for ever and ever, a phrase that Revelation uses to emphasize that God's triumph will be eternal, beyond any limit of time.

We now realize more fully the significance of the Lamb's worthiness to open the book. God's plan, as represented by "the book" of verse 5, is to reconcile His world to himself. Christ's death and resurrection puts that plan into action. His people, like kings and priests, carry that plan out in the world. But they are often rejected and persecuted, as Christ himself was. But Christ will faithfully bring God's plan to completion, sharing His triumph with those who belong to Him while bringing righteous judgment on His stubborn enemies.

We can imagine John, the author of Revelation, reading this passage to other Christian prisoners after a long day of forced labor on Patmos. The little band of believers look weak and insignificant. But from God's perspective, they are part of a mighty, universal chorus that proclaims God's glory eternally. Those who imprisoned them may seem to have all the power. But true power belongs to God and to Christ. Christ will bring that victory to completion, and His people will celebrate it with Him forever.

A Different Kind of "Universalism"
The false doctrine of universalism—the idea that everyone will eventually be saved, regardless of whether or not they accept Jesus as Savior in this life—occasionally comes back to life to trouble the church. Such was the case in the spring of 2011 with the publication of yet another book that promoted this old idea.

But even as we reject the false doctrine of universalism, we should keep in mind the universal aspect of Revelation's picture: when God brings His plan to consummation, all of creation will acknowledge Christ as the worthy recipient of eternal praise. John is not alone in offering such a picture. Paul says of Christ, "every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God" (Romans 14:11; quoting Isaiah 45:23). Paul's depiction seems to include both the saved, who bow and confess willingly and joyfully, and the unsaved, whose bowing and confessing is a self-condemning admission of truth they refused to acknowledge while they could still be saved. Make sure you're not in the latter group!—C. R. B.
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Visual for Lesson 4. Start a discussion of verse 12 by pointing to this visual as you ask, "Worthy for what? Why?"
Conclusion

A. Our Part in God's Plan

Did you notice that you are part of the story that Revelation tells? When our acts of worship are sincere, when our lives are in submission to the one on the throne, we join the chorus that declares the greatness of God and the Lamb. When our lives and our words express the good news of Jesus, we extend God's rule further into the world, to every tribe, language, people, and nation. When we live in submission to the Lamb, we take part in the fulfillment of God's great plan for creation.

B. Prayer

Father, may our lives glorify Your Son, joining the heavenly chorus forever. May Your kingdom come as Your will is done on earth as it is in Heaven. In Jesus' name, amen.

C. Thought to Remember

Don't wait for Heaven.
Celebrate Christ's victory now!

Involvement Learning

Some of the activities below are also found in the helpful student book, Adult Bible Class.
Don’t forget to download the free reproducible page from www.standardlesson.com to enhance your lesson!

Into the Lesson

Write this question on the board: "What normal human experiences elicit weeping?" After several responses, say, "In Revelation 5:4, just before today's text begins, we find John weeping for another reason: 'I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon.' John knew that the book in question was a Word from God, but he was frustrated because it appeared that he had no access to it. We have a Word from God, and it is completely accessible. Let's look."

Into the Word

Give each learner a copy of a blank four-column table that has 14 rows. Say, "We're going to fill in this table by putting the verse number in the first block of each row, followed by a three-word summary. We're following in John's footsteps in being told to 'Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter'" (Revelation 1:19).

Continue: "We'll start with an example. First, write 5a in the first block of the first row to signify verse 5a. Then select three words from that partial verse to write in the three blocks, one word per block, that follow in the same row. Here is your clue: The first thing an angel usually says to a human is 'Fear not.' What's the first thing this angel says to John?'" For the three blocks, the correct words are weep / not / behold.

Continue with the following stimulus statements; answers are in parentheses. Verse 5b: Who has done what (Lion [or Root] / hath / prevailed)? Verse 5c: What is the Lion able to do (loose / the / seals or loose / seven / seals)? Verse 6a: What did the creature look like (a / Lamb / slain)? Verse 6b: What three things appear in sevens (horns / eyes / Spirits)? Verse 7: How does the one on the throne grasp the unopened scroll (the / right / hand)? Verse 8: Who were the group of 24 and what did they do (elders / fell / down)? Verse 9a, What were they singing (a / new / song)? Verse 9b: How had the Lamb redeemed the many (by / thy / blood)? Verse 10: What had the redeemed become (kings / and / priests)? Verse 11: How many multiples of 10,000 numbered the angels (ten / thousand / times)? Verse 12: What were the angels using to praise the Lamb (a / loud / voice)? Verse 13: Other than "in heaven, and on the earth" where were others praising the Lamb? Give two answers on two lines (under / the / earth and in / the / sea).

You may wish to have learners fill in their tables silently as you voice the clues. When everyone is finished, go over the results as a class. Note that the table is a good summary of today's text.

Into Life

Prepare copies of the following as commitment cards. Add simple clipart of a lamb if possible. Suggest that learners use their cards as Bible bookmarkers, to be seen during daily devotions.

Because he is the slain Lamb sitting on the throne, and because he is worthy by power, wealth, wisdom, and strength, I will give him honor and glory and praise each week in worship assembly and in life! Signed _________.
Option 1: Before handing out the commitment cards, distribute copies of the "A Time to Weep, A Time Not to Weep" activity from the reproducible page, which you can download. If you choose to have learners complete this individually or in small groups, be sure to allow time for whole-class discussion of results.

Option 2: Distribute copies of the "Joining a Choir of Angels" activity from the reproducible page. Allow a few minutes for class members to suggest titles for other learners who may need their memories jogged. Then encourage personal use of the activity in the week ahead as the instructions suggest.
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