May 20 • BIBLE STUDY GUIDE 12

The Resurrection and the Life

Bible Background • JOHN 11:1-27
Printed Text • JOHN 11:17-27 | Devotional Reading • 1 CORINTHIANS 15:50-58
Aim for Change

By the end of the lesson, we will: DISCUSS what the Resurrection and the Life in Christ means for us; RECALL a time when we experienced joy in a situation that looked hopeless; and SHARE with others the Good News that Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life.

In Focus

The Power of God
Dear Lord,

Your Resurrection Power makes possible the impossible. You and only You have just what we need: Power to live a holy life, Power to walk with You and succeed. You can re-create us, make us new creations inside out; make us all brand new. You can deliver the inner man so that we are blessed in all that we do.

Thank You for making Your power available to us! Thank You for the Cross. Without Your love and tender mercy, we would be forever lost. Amen.

—Evangeline Carey

(Copyright © 2005 by Evangeline Carey. Used by permission. All rights reserved.)

Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life. In the book of John, we are reminded that He is the Giver of physical as well as spiritual life.
Keep in Mind

“Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live” ( John 11:25).


Focal Verses

KJV John 11:17 Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the grave four days already.

18 Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs off:

19 And many of the Jews came to Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning their brother.

20 Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met him: but Mary sat still in the house.

21 Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.

22 But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee.

23 Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again.

24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.

25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:

26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?

27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world.

NLT John 11:17 When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he was told that Lazarus had already been in his grave for four days.

18 Bethany was only a few miles down the road from Jerusalem,

19 and many of the people had come to pay their respects and console Martha and Mary on their loss.

20 When Martha got word that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him. But Mary stayed at home.

21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.

22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask.”

23 Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise again.”

24 “Yes,” Martha said, “when everyone else rises, on resurrection day.”

25 Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die like everyone else, will live again.

26 They are given eternal life for believing in me and will never perish. Do you believe this, Martha?”

27 “Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I have always believed you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who has come into the world from God.”

The People, Places, and Times

Martha. It is thought by some scholars that Martha was the elder sister of Mary and Lazarus. This is because she is referred to as the owner of the house (Luke 10:38). In an earlier meeting with Jesus, it was Martha who became distraught when her sister Mary sat at Jesus’ feet instead of helping her serve (Luke 10:39-42).

Bethany. This is a village on the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives, two miles east of Jerusalem. It appears that Jesus preferred to lodge there instead of in Jerusalem. Today, it is known as el-Azariyeh (i.e., “place of Lazarus”).

Background

Only in the book of John do we find the recounting of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead. This is a family that Jesus loved, and He was loved by them. When He needed a rest, He knew He could find it with these three adults.

At-A-Glance

1. Jesus Is in Control (John 11:17-20)

2. Jesus Is Always Right on Time (vv. 21-24)

3. Jesus Is the Resurrection and the Life (vv. 25-27)

In Depth

1. Jesus Is in Control (John 11:17-20)
At the start of John 11, Martha and Mary notify Jesus that their brother Lazarus is very sick (v. 3). But instead of rushing to Bethany, Jesus stays where He is for two more days. In biblical times, it was common to bury the dead either on the same day or very close to the time of death. It was also believed that a person’s soul hovered around the body for three days after physical death. But by the time Jesus finally arrives in Bethany, Lazarus has been dead four days.

Obviously, Jesus was not in a rush to get to Bethany. He informs His disciples that Lazarus is in fact dead and that He is glad that He was not there to keep Lazarus from dying, so that they may believe (John 11:15). This statement shapes the theological heart of today’s lesson.

When Jesus arrives in Bethany, Lazarus had already been dead four days. The professional mourners had arrived, and the situation looked hopeless to the human eye. Everything around Martha and Mary was telling them that it was time to give up hope—that there was nothing more to be done. Mary and Martha must have begun to wonder whether Jesus had forgotten about them or, worse yet, had decided not to do anything about their brother’s condition. But in John 11:14, Jesus provides confirmation that He is well aware of Lazarus’ condition. He knows exactly what is taking place in the lives of Mary and Martha. But why does He linger and not rush to the scene? Could it be that He waited to demonstrate His power until all hope in human effort was exhausted? Ultimately, Jesus is in complete control of the situation. His delay is for the benefit of His disciples and Lazarus’ sisters, Martha and Mary, so they may come to trust in the Lord with all their hearts, instead of leaning on their own understanding (compare [cf.] Proverbs 3:5).

Jesus wants us to put our complete confidence in Him because He is in control of all the affairs of life. When things look bad and we cannot see any way out, Jesus wants us to run to Him, like Martha, and place all of our trust in Him alone.

2. Jesus Is Always Right on Time (vv. 21-24)
Martha expects Jesus to do something. She says, “‘Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died’” (John 11:21, NKJV). Mary also challenged Jesus. “Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died” (John 11:32, KJV). Some scholars suggest that Martha’s remarks to Jesus were ones of reproach instead of words of grief. Some consider Martha a woman of practical duty, eager to put everybody in their rightful place. After all, it was Martha who questioned Jesus regarding her sister Mary’s lack of service when Jesus visited their home (see Luke 10:38-41). But here in John 11:22, we realize that Martha’s faith in Jesus’ ability to heal her brother is undiminished. She tells Jesus, “I know” that God will do whatever we ask, which implies that intuitively Martha’s assessment of Jesus is that of a righteous man to whom God listens and for whom nothing is impossible.

In response to Martha’s statement, Jesus tells her, “Thy brother shall rise again” (v. 23). Judging from Martha’s response to Jesus, it appears that she is disappointed. She says, “‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day’” (v. 24, ESV). Martha’s response to the Master implies that she does not yet grasp the full implication of what Jesus was saying. She understood that in the “last day” all would rise, but Martha yearned for a more immediate solution—she wanted her brother back!

Initially, the way Martha addressed Jesus is similar to how we often address Him when things do not go the way we think they should. Oftentimes we ask, “Lord, where were You? If You would have showed up when I called You, this might not have happened.” The Lord may not show up when we think He ought to, but we can be sure that He is always right on time.

3. Jesus Is the Resurrection and the Life (vv. 25-27)
When Jesus heard Martha’s reply, He responded to her by stating emphatically, “I am the resurrection and the life” (v. 25, NIV). In essence, Jesus was telling Martha, “You keep looking forward to some event in the future, but what you are looking for is standing right in front of you.” Jesus challenged Martha to place her trust in Him as the One who holds the power of life and death in His hands.

The word Jesus used for “life” is the Greek word zoe (dzo-AY), which speaks of life in the fullest sense. Jesus has the power to give life because He is Life itself. The power that Jesus has extends beyond merely the physical; He also holds the power to give life to the spiritually dead. Ephesians 2:1 (NKJV) says that we “were dead in trespasses and sins,” and God “made us alive” or raised us from our spiritual death (2:5). On another occasion, addressing a mob of angry Jews, Jesus said, “For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will” (John 5:21, ESV). The Lord wants us to know that all power in heaven and on earth is in Jesus’ hand (Matthew 28:18), and for this reason we should place all of our trust in Him.

Placing faith in Jesus has implications for the present and is not relegated to some “pie in the sky, we’ll do better in the sweet by and by” mind-set. Jesus wants to effect change in our lives right now. As Christians, we must reach the point where our trust in Christ transcends our understanding of the world around us. When things look impossible from a human perspective, we cannot let this diminish our faith in the One who “upholds the universe by the word of his power” (Hebrews 1:3, ESV). Jesus cares about the troubles of our lives, and more important than that, He has the power and desire to do something about it.

Search the Scriptures

1. What is the first thing Martha says to Jesus when she meets Him (John 11:21)?

2. How does Martha understand Jesus’ words about her brother rising again (v. 24)?

3. What does Jesus say are the results of believing in Him (vv. 25-26)?

4. What is Martha’s response to Jesus’ statement in verses 25 and 26 (v. 27)?

Discuss the Meaning

1. Jesus tells Martha, “Your brother will rise again” (John 11:23, NIV), and raises him from death that same day. Do you think that Jesus wants to demonstrate His resurrecting power in our lives even today? Give some examples of His power at work in your life.

2. What did Jesus mean when He said, “He who believes in me will live, even though he dies” (from John 11:25, NIV)? How does this affect our lives right now?

3. Why is it important not to panic or jump to conclusions when faced with a difficult situation? How might those kinds of reactions affect your walk?

Lesson in Our Society

When a wife gave birth to her son, she had complications that threatened her life. Her uterus ruptured, and she was losing a tremendous amount of blood. The doctors were doing everything they could, but the situation was looking worse by the minute. Her husband had a choice to make: either put his hope solely in the impersonal practices of medical science or primarily trust in the personal Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. He expected the physicians to do their best, but he relied on the Lord for the healing. When faced with tough circumstances, let us look to Jesus, the One who is able not only to raise us from the dead, but also to powerfully intervene in the dead circumstances of our lives.

Make It Happen

We have all been in situations that looked hopeless. Undoubtedly, we have been tempted to give up hope and count our losses. Think about some of the times that you have given up hope and the Lord came in and “resurrected” the situation. Think about the effect this had on you and what effect it should have on your faith.

Follow the Spirit

What God wants me to do:

Remember Your Thoughts

Special insights I have learned:

More Light on the Text

John 11:17-27
17 Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the grave four days already. 18 Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs off: 19 And many of the Jews came to Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning their brother.
Lazarus had been dead and buried for four days. Bethany (now called el-Azariyeh, or “place of Lazarus”) is approximately two miles east of Jerusalem. This fact is significant because it shows how close Jesus was to Jerusalem. The nearness of Bethany to Jerusalem accounts for the large presence of Jews at the scene of this miracle. Jewish custom provided for a 30-day period of mourning. To console the bereaved during this period of mourning was considered a pious act among the Jews. Here, John draws attention to two things. First, Jesus’ proximity to Jerusalem would have allowed Him to get to Lazarus’ house within the first three days of his death. Second, because Bethany was so close to Jerusalem, there were many Jews present to witness the great miracle that was about to take place.

20 Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met him: but Mary sat still in the house.
Upon hearing of Jesus’ arrival, Martha hastened to meet Him, while Mary sat in the house. The different responses of Martha and Mary may indicate their personality types: Martha was the outgoing activist and Mary was the contemplative type. It can also be said that because Martha was the older of the two sisters, it was her duty to go out to meet Jesus, while Mary stayed home to continue the mourning rituals with the other mourners.

21 Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. 22 But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee.
Martha’s words were a confession of her faith in the Lord; they were not intended as a reproach of Jesus, but were the response of a person in great grief. It is probable that the sisters expressed the same ideas to one another as they awaited the coming of Jesus.

Martha believed that through Christ nothing was impossible with God. She firmly believed that Jesus would have saved Lazarus from death had He been present. But even now that Lazarus was dead, she believed that Jesus could still bring him back to life. In verse 22, the use of the phrase “thou wilt ask” (Gk. aiteo, ahee-TEH-o), which means “desire, call for, or crave” implies that she hoped that Jesus would and that He should pray for an immediate resurrection in spite of Lazarus’ decomposing body.

23 Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. 24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.
The phrase “shall rise” (Gk. anistemi, an-IS-tay-mee) means to “stand up.” This statement has a double meaning. It relates to the recall of Lazarus from death to life that was about to take place, as well as to his final resurrection at the close of time. Martha seems to understand Jesus’ words to mean that her brother will rise again during the last days. If she understood Jesus’ words only in this sense, the assumption is that she had no thought of Lazarus’ immediate resurrection (v. 22).

25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:
26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?
Like most Jews, Martha believed in the final resurrection of the dead and the coming rule of God. Therefore, when Jesus stated, “I am the resurrection, and the life,” He was saying that the promise of resurrection and life is not only some future event, but also was immediately available. To Martha, this would have been a startlingly new revelation. Christ embodies that kingdom with all of its blessings for humankind for which Martha and her people hoped. The power to initiate eternal life and resurrection through which humankind may gain entry into life resides in Jesus. This revelation was both an assurance of resurrection to the eschatological kingdom of God and of life in the present through Him who is Life.

It was crucial that Martha grasp the full importance of what Christ was about to do for Lazarus. In Christ, death will never triumph over the believer. Moreover, Jesus was saying that the person who believes in Him, though they die, will live; and the person who lives and believes in Him will never die.

In verse 26, Jesus asks Martha a question that is the basis for determining her faith and the faith of all believers. Jesus asked, “Believest thou this?” Jesus was asking Martha if she had the faith to believe what He said. Did she believe that He (Jesus) is the Resurrection, and that He has the power of life over death? That is, does she believe in His sovereignty? Unless a person believes in Jesus and His Word, the eternal life He offers cannot be found.

27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world.
Here, Martha’s reply is a full-fledged confession of her faith in Jesus. In her confession, Martha states, “I believe” (Gk. pisteuo, pist-YOO-o), which means “accept as true, be persuaded of, credit, or place confidence in.” This is a belief that includes commitment. Martha was agreeing with Jesus’ exposition about eternal life for those who believe in Him. Martha’s magnificent confession contains some principal elements of the Person of Christ: He is the Christ (God’s anointed One) and the Son of God.
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Say It Correctly

Didymus. DID-e-mus.

Furlongs. FUR-longs.

Daily Bible Reading

MONDAY
The Power of Christ’s Resurrection

(Philippians 3:7-11)

TUESDAY
The Son Gives Life

(John 5:19-24)

WEDNESDAY
Life or Condemnation

(John 5:25-29)

THURSDAY
“I Give Eternal Life”

(John 10:22-28)

FRIDAY
For God’s Glory

(John 11:1-10)

SATURDAY
So That You May Believe

(John 11:11-16)

SUNDAY
The Resurrection and the Life

(John 11:17-27)
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