Part One: BIBLICAL HISTORY OF TITHING
Genesis 14:20  KJV
20 And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all.

It seems to me, that there is a great misunderstanding of the concept of tithing in our generation.

As a pastor, I am dealing more and more, with people who are getting a hold of many false teachings that are prevalent in world today.

It is so important that the true church teaches what the bible really says about giving and tithing to the Lord, because the bible says...

Matt 6:21  KJV

21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

Our tithing and giving, or lack of it, becomes an issue of the heart, and then an issue of salvation.

This series is a very thorough and detailed set of lessons that will leave your faith in God's principles of tithing and giving stronger than they have ever been.

Our text reveals the first record of tithing that is recorded in the bible.

· Abram has just won a courageous battle in which he was able to retrieve his nephew Lot, and all of his lost possessions.

· By way of giving thanks to God, Abram gave one tenth of all he had to Melchizedek, king of Salem.

What is significant about this is that this preceded the giving of the Law to Moses by approximately four hundred years. Tithing did not begin as Mosaic Law, nor should it be viewed as such. 

As time went by, Abraham's grandson Jacob, the one through which the covenant would be fulfilled, also pledged to give a tenth unto God.

Gen 28:22  KJV
22 And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God's house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.

This was also long before the giving of the law. The law of Moses simply joined in with the practice of Abraham and Jacob, and regulated the amount of the tithe. 

At one point Israel was required to pay three different tithes that amounted to almost twenty three percent of their income.
· The law taught us what we are required to do as a minimum, and also what God considered generous.

· Abraham taught us that we ought to give ten percent simply by faith.

Faith without works is dead! And we cannot please God without faith. Our works are then what is pleasing to God because it proves our faith to Him!

One of Abraham's works, was tithing of all that he had...we ought to do the same to be pleasing to God.

It appears from scripture that what Abraham did was simply give out of thanksgiving and faith to God. 

In the course of studying for this lesson, many questions popped into my mind...

Why then was it called a tithe?

Tithe means one tenth, or a tenth part of the whole. How did Abraham know to give one tenth of all that he had...who instructed him to do so? Where did he get the understanding of tithe? There were no decimals in that day...in fact twelve had more meaning than ten, why not give one twelfth?

What was it that caused Abraham and Jacob to offer ten percent (tithe) to God long before it ever became a law?

How was it that they even knew what a tithe was?

Even though they gave out of their faith to God, there had to be something else that taught them what tithe was. There had to be some custom, or recognized practice that they patterned their giving after.

Was there some law of Noah that they might be following, was it simply common sense, was it possibly taken from some of the cultures that surrounded them?

 I believe that there is some truth in all of these possibilities...

Tithing was practiced in Babylonia even before Abraham was born. Tithing records have been found in Egypt, in Greek literature before the Trojan War, and also in early Roman records. 

This practice had to have been based on a common source. It is reasonable to conclude that God taught man from the very beginning what portion belonged to Him.

· For the benefit of doubter,  since it is not recorded in the scripture I will not base my teaching on these facts.

· And I also admit that we do not find any specific law of tithing in the book of Genesis, in fact we don't find laws about the Sabbath either. Genesis is called the book of beginnings, not the book of the law.

There is though, a scripture in the book of Genesis that lets me know that God had established a set of laws that were recognized by Abraham long before the giving of the law to Moses on Mt Sinai...

Gen 26:5  KJV
5 Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.

Apparently, Abraham must have known that the tithe was due to God because of some laws that God had established in Abraham...yes it was his choice to follow those laws, but God apparently established them long before the Mosaic laws.

Could these laws of Abraham, also have been the laws of Moses...Moses did write both Genesis and Exodus?

All throughout the book of Genesis, there were men and woman who knew what adultery was, they knew that it was wrong to lie and to steal. The law of Abraham was in effect. It is very possible that the Mosaic law and the laws of Abraham's day were one and the same. God never changes.

Abraham had a record of obeying the laws of God...that means that it wasn't a one-time thing. Abraham's life spoke to the faithfulness of his obedience to Gods laws...

Genesis 18:19 KJV

19 For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment; that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.

Abraham had proven himself to God over time, and God knew and expected that Abraham's children would do the same things that Abraham did. That is why Jacob tithed.

Today, as Christians, we are known not as the children of Moses, but as the children of Abraham...

Galatians 3:7

7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.

Jesus said if we are children of Abraham, we are expected to do the works of Abraham...

John 8:39  KJV

39 They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abraham.

It is so clear to me that we are called to do the works of Abraham...nothing less will please God.

Abraham tithed to God long before he was circumcised, that tells me that one of  the first steps of obedience to God is tithing. Everyone who ever comes to God is expected to do the same...if you want to be a child of God, you must do the works of Abraham.

The first offering in the bible:

The first record of giving to the Lord is found in...

Genesis 4:4-5  KJV
4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering:

5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.

This of course, was not a tithe, but an offering. This offering was not a law, but was given out of faith to God!

Notice that God accepted one, and rejected the other. God was establishing an important principle here thousands of years before the Mosaic law was established.

And the principle was this...bring Me your first part...bring Me your best part.

From that day until this, God does not accept just any offering...God accepts the first fruits...our best efforts. That is what our tithe is...it is our first fruits....and God is still requiring the same of us today....God never changes!

Tithing under the law:
Throughout Israel's history, the people often backslid from God and His laws. There was no question that tithing was included in the law of Moses, nobody disputed that. When the people chose not to pay their tithe, the land was cursed, the people were cursed, and the whole nation of Israel was cursed.

Let's read one of the accounts...
Malachi 3:8-12

8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.

9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.

10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.

11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts.

12 And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts.
At this point in the history of Israel, we find that the whole nation is backslid from God once again.

God actually confronted them, specifically about their robbery of God in tithes and offerings!

· If this same question, "Will a man rob God?",  were asked of us today, I am sure that you would agree with me in saying, No, No , NO WAY would I ever rob God of anything. To consider doing so would be totally ludicrous.

· In fact, one of the Ten commandments comes to mind, "Thou shalt not steal." Of course we know that this is one of the moral laws of God that never changes. Yet God attaches the moral law to the laws of tithing when He says, "Yet ye have robbed me in tithes and offerings."

God goes on to say, "Ye are cursed with a curse, for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation."

Our own laws of this wonderful nation state that we cannot rob or steal. The moral law is still in effect to this day. If robbing God three thousand years ago was wrong, then robbing God today is still wrong....

....but if we cheerfully bring our tithes and offerings into the storehouse, look at what happens...

Malachi 3:10-12  KJV

10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.

11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts.

12 And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts.

Tithing after the law:

As I have already stated, the bible says...

Romans 4:12  KJV

12 And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised.

Are we not also called to walk in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham? 

Jesus endorsed the works of Abraham...

John 8:39

39 They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abraham.
If Paul admonished us to follow in the steps of faith of our father Abraham, and Jesus also endorsed his works, then we also ought to walk in the steps of our father Abraham. This is a New Testament command.

There are many who teach that tithing has been abolished with the Mosaic Law. Nowhere in scripture do we find such teachings. In fact the writer of Hebrews declares...

Hebrews 7:8  KJV

8 And here men that die receive tithes; but there he receiveth them, of whom it is witnessed that he liveth.
He that liveth is Jesus Christ! We give our tithes to him that lives....Jesus Christ!

Jesus even endorsed tithing himself...

Matthew 23:23  KJV

23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.

Since Jesus paid tithes, and instructed the Pharisees to do so, then each of us ought to pay our tithes as Jesus instructed!

If tithing began before the law, and was endorsed and practiced after the law by Jesus Himself, then nobody can argue that tithing was abolished with the law.

If we do we are arguing with Christ.

Abraham first gave tithe to Melchizedik on behalf of the Lord. Melchizedik was the King of Salem, and also the priest of the Most High God.

Heb 7:1-2

7 For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him;

2 To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all;

From the very first mention of tithe in Gen 14: 20, to the very last mention of tithe in Hebrews 7:9, the tithe has always been God's plan to support the priesthood (The ministry).

· In the paying of tithe to Melchizedek, God demonstrated that the tithe is only properly paid to Him when it is paid to an ordained representative of Him for the representative's own sustenance.

· The tithe always went to the ministry, who in turn were able to continue the work of the Lord in the ministry.

Nowhere in the bible do we find any new plan to support the ministry. Tithing has always been, and will always be Gods financial plan to provide for His work.

The Apostle Paul very clearly understood that plan...

1 Corinthians 9:7-14  KJV

7 Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock?

8 Say I these things as a man? or saith not the law the same also?

9 For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen?

10 Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope.

11 If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things?

12 If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer all things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ.

13 Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar?

14 Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.

Even thought the word tithe is not used in this writing, we know that Paul was speaking about tithing because of his words, " Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar?"

Paul then links the tithe of the old covenant directly to the support of the ministry in the new covenant, "Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel."

Paul said it operates the same way in the new covenant as it did in the old, and the Lord has ordained it to be so...tithing was not abolished in the New Testament.

The tithe is for those who preach the gospel to every creature!

The Law Abolished?

I would like to take this one step further, was the law really abolished at Calvary?

If it was, then the Moral law of the Ten Commandments that were given to Moses, upon which almost all of America's laws are based, would have no effect on us today.

Sounds totally outrageous doesn't it? That is because it is! 

There were only certain of Gods laws that were abolished at Calvary. Many  of them are still in effect today.

How else can we know right from wrong without the law?

Romans 3:20  KJV

20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

Romans 7:7  KJV

7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.

The bible clearly teaches us that if there is no law, there is no sin. Without the law, we cannot and will not understand what sin is.

What laws were abolished? 
Was the law of tithing abolished?

Let's look into the word....

Hebrews 10:7-9

7 Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God.

8 Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law;

9 Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second.

Notice the reference of laws in this writing. It is referring to the laws of sacrifice and burnt offerings (the ceremonial laws). Nowhere does it refer to the moral law, or any laws about tithing.

Eph 2:15

15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;

The laws that were abolished in this writing refer to the law of commandments contained in ordinances. In the original Greek, ordinances refer to the ceremonial laws. 

Wherever you see the word ordinances it is referring to the ceremonial laws.

God abolished each and every one of them at Calvary...
Col 2:14  KJV
14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;

Paul goes on to list what some of these ordinances are...

Colossians 2:16-17

16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:

17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.

Nowhere is tithe and offering mentioned in any of the ordinances that were blotted out by Jesus at Calvary.

· What Paul was saying here was, Jesus came to seek and to save that which was lost, God is not willing that any should perish...that included all people. Not just the Jewish people, but people from every land and every tongue.

· Under the law, Jesus could only preach His gospel to the Jews. The law was a hindrance to the gospel of Christ. So, at Calvary, Jesus nailed that law to the cross, forever abolishing the handwriting of ordinances.

· And then, after His death, Jesus commanded His apostles to "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature." Mark 16:15. It was only then that the apostles went to the Gentile people with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Since tithing began some 500 years before the law when Abraham tithed, it was not a Mosaic law. Even before tithing was mentioned in the bible, other eastern nations of the world also practiced tithing...one of them was Egypt, another was Babylon. 

Tithing was not a hindrance to the Gentile people of the world because it was already an accepted practice in Gentile nations.

Col 2:20  KJV
20 Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances,

These ordinances are now dead as far as we are concerned....

· We are no longer subject to ordinances. 

· We no longer have to offer sacrifices of blood on an altar for the atonement of the sins of mankind.

· We no longer have to worry about eating pork. 

· We no longer have to worry about worshipping on the Sabbath.

 Keep in mind that it was because the law could not be abolished that Jesus had to die for us...there had to be a shedding of blood, for without such there is no remission of sins!

His blood redeemed us from the handwriting of ordinances, and from our own sin.

This is the law that Jesus came to fulfill! Jesus fulfilled the law of ordinances by becoming the perfect sacrifice for mankind for all of time.
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