Part Two - If Everyone Tithed
Matthew 6:21  KJV

21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

What are the possibilities if each 'Christian' in America tithed ten percent of their increase to the Kingdom?

I believe we can get a glimpse of those possibilities in a recent CNN article about tithing....

The churches of the U.S. last year received about $4 billion in donations. If the 112 million Americans who claim a religious affiliation had given one-tenth—the traditional tithe—of their personal income to churches, that total could have topped $25 billion.

We all know that it takes a lot of money to have revival. It takes money to advance the Kingdom of God in this world...yet according to this article, the average Christian in America gives only $35.71 to the Kingdom each year. And we wonder why America is straying so far from God.

When I heard that number it shocked me.

Jesus said in our text...For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

Notice this reads opposite of the way we think. We think that wherever our heart is that is where our treasure will be...whatever we feel passionate about, then that is what we will support.

 That is not what Jesus said...and His ways are above our ways!
Jesus said that our heart is the follower not the leader…that is important to remember!
For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

Our heart will follow our treasure...that is revelation for some people!

This is what commitment is all about…
· If we are committed to something, we do it whether our heart is in it or not!
· Many are the times when we give ourselves to a cause without feeling a love for it…but the more we invest ourselves into that cause, the more our hearts are drawn into it!
· If we begin to invest ourselves into the things of God…then eventually our heart will be found there as well!
This is what Jesus was teaching us!

Apparently America's treasure is not where it ought to be...and henceforth either is its heart.

If we, as Christians, could get a hold of the principle of tithing by faith as Abraham did, I believe it would change our nation.

Luke 6:38  KJV
38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.
Jesus said that we will receive in abundance if we give in abundance. It is obvious from the context of this writing that Jesus is talking about more than just money,  he is also talking about our love for one another. There ought to be a spirit of giving behind everything that we do.

· Give of your love.

· Give of your talent.

· Give of your time.

· Give of your finances.

Jesus is not telling us to give expecting something back, that is the total opposite of what he is saying.

In the verses previous to this verse, Jesus is addressing the topic of enemies...

Luke 6:33-37  KJV
33 And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even the same.

34 And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again.

35 But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil.

36 Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful.

37 Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven:

Love your enemies, and when you lend money hope for nothing in return, and your reward shall be great.

· Show mercy and you will receive mercy.

· Judge not and you will not be judged. 

· Forgive and you shall be forgiven.

· Lend money, and hope for nothing in return.

Jesus was talking about the spirit behind our giving. When you tithe, are you expecting something back from God? If you are, you are not giving cheerfully, or with the right spirit. We should always seek the giver and not the gift.

And when we truly give to God, or anybody else for that matter, with a true spirit of giving, it shall be given back to you in greater measure than it was given. 

There are those who tithe simply so they can get blessed by God, there are others who hold back their tithe because they don't have the faith that God will bless them with more...then there are the faithful few who are simply being obedient to God, giving back to Him what already belongs to Him.

That reminds me of the predicament in which a man lost in the desert found himself. He went days without water and was about to drop dead from dehydration. Suddenly he saw an oasis. In it he found a water pump and a pail of water standing by. A sign on the pump said “USE THE WATER IN THE PAIL TO PRIME THE PUMP.” Our friend faced the dilemma of immediately drinking the water in the pail or using that water to prime the pump and receive an abundance of that precious liquid.
What would you do in that situation? Would you be the obedient one and prime the pump? When you give with an obedient attitude, the possibilities of giving are phenomenal.

The bible says that obedience is better than sacrifice.

1 Sam 15:22  KJV

22 And Samuel said, Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.

That is a spiritual law of God that has never changed! Nor will it ever change!

The possibilities that result from tithing are nothing short of awesome!
One of the wealthiest families that the world has ever known, the Rockefeller family, found out what the possibilities were. 
Listen to the Testimony of John D. Rockefeller.

Yes, I tithe, and I would like to tell you how it all came about. I had to begin work as a small boy to help support my mother. My first wages amounted to $1.50 per week. The first week after I went to work, I took the $1.50 home to my mother and she held the money in her lap and explained to me that she would be happy if I would give a tenth of it to the Lord.

I did, and from that week until this day I have tithed every dollar God has entrusted to me. And I want to say, if I had not tithed the first dollar I made I would not have tithed the first million dollars I made. Tell your readers to train the children to tithe, and they will grow up to be faithful stewards of the Lord. —John D. Rockefeller.

Rockefeller found that a strong spiritual life was crucial to an effective business life. He tithed from his first paycheck and gave to his church, foreign missions, and the poor. 

· By the year 1905, His tithe was 105 million dollars. 

· All the while God kept blessing.


· By 1913, Rockefeller became the richest person in the modern history of the world. 

· Today, after adjusting for inflation, he is still the richest person in the modern world.

Wikipedia lists his adjusted net worth at 329.9 billion dollars.

Now, the family has grown to over 100 members, and is into the fifth generation since John started it all. Every family member to the fifth generation has been doubly blessed because of the faithful stewardship of their grandfather.

The scripture rings true...

Mal 3:10  KJV

 prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.

Believe it or not, many of the most successful companies in America today, were founded upon the principle of tithing to God.

Quaker Oats, is one such company...

Henry P. Crowell, affectionately called “The autocrat of the Breakfast Table,” contracted tuberculosis when he was a boy and couldn’t go to school. After hearing a sermon by Dwight L. Moody, young Crowell prayed, “I can’t be a preacher, but I can be a good businessman. God, if You will let me make money, I will use it in Your service.”

Under the doctor’s advice Crowell worked outdoors for seven years and regained his health. He then bought the little run-down Quaker Mill at Ravanna, Ohio. Within ten years Quaker Oats was a household word to millions. Crowell also operated the huge Perfection Stove Company.

For over forty years Henry P. Crowell faithfully gave 60 to 70 percent of his income to God’s causes, having advanced from an initial 10%.

Many of you were able to enjoy a bowl a "Quaker Oats" this morning because a man named Henry Crowell faithfully paid his tithes to the Lord.

After eating your Quaker Oats, how many of you brushed your teeth with Colgate toothpaste this morning?
William Colgate learned the principle of tithing as a young man...
1849 The Colgate Story

Many years ago a lad of sixteen was obliged to leave home because his father was too poor to support him longer. So he trudged away with all his worldly possessions in a bundle dangling from his hand, resolving, as he journeyed, to set up in business as a soap maker in New York.

When the country boy arrived in the big city, he found it hard to get work. Remembering the last words of his mother and also the godly advice given him by the captain of a canal boat, the youth dedicated his life to God, determining to return to his Maker an honest tithe of every dollar he earned.

So, when his first dollar came in, the young man sacredly dedicated ten cents of it to the Lord. This he continued to do. And the dollars rolled in! Soon this manufacturer became partner in a soap business; and when his partner died a few years later, he became sole owner of the concern.

The prosperous businessman now instructed his bookkeeper to open an account with the Lord and to credit to it one tenth of all his income.

The business grew miraculously. The honest proprietor now dedicated two tenths of his earnings; and then three tenths, four tenths; and finally, five tenths. It seemed as if his sales increased in exact proportion to his generosity, so that soon his make of soap became a household word throughout the world.

The late William Colgate was this man whom God so signally prospered in return for his faithfulness to his Maker. While this story is not written with the object of advertising Colgate products, it is related because it illustrates so well the blessings that accompany the faithful payment of an honest tithe. 
This is the story of William Colgate, who has given millions to the Lord’s cause.
These are the stories of three men who were obedient and faithful to God in their tithe.

What are the possibilities if every Christian tithed like these men tithed?

Each one of these men became wealthy beyond anything in their imaginations, so I don't think that we can even comprehend the possibilities.

It wasn't just the fact that each of their companies became wealthy beyond compare...but their names and their products became recognized around the world by billions of people.

Isn't that what the church is trying to do, product recognition, product knowledge?

Our product is Jesus Christ and Him crucified for the sins of mankind. We are called to share Jesus Name, and the saving power of His name to every creature on the face of this earth!

Mark 16:15 KJV

15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

None of these men tithed for the purpose of getting blessed, they were simply being obedient to the word of God. As a result, God blessed them beyond measure.

God wants to bless His church beyond measure in this last day!

Let's take our faith that God will bless us out of the equation for a moment. It simply comes down to one thing...obedience to God!
Our world has a problem with authority. Whether it be the authority of God, or the authority of man, people do not like to be told what to do or what to give to God. Even when the word of God spells it out in black and white.

The facts are clear...

· Over fifty percent of the members of any given Christian organization, give little or nothing toward their church and its ministries.

· Much of the remaining amount give only occasionally for reasons that suit their own purpose.

· A recent survey by Barna Research Group, found that consistent tithers are a very small group....

· Among Christians, only 4 percent consistently tithe.

· Among born again Christians, 6 percent consistently tithe.

· Among Evangelical Christians, 27 percent consistently tithe.

The percentages have been dropping every year for at least ten years. Where does that leave us five or ten years from now? 

The answer to that question is one that I don't want to ever experience. It scares me to think about it because I really do believe that 'where our treasure is, there our heart will be also.'

I don't know what to say except that our money is not where God planned for it to be, and now our hearts have also strayed far from God and His plan for this world. We no longer fear God or His word like we did in previous generations.

· It is a shame that Christianity as a whole, is only looking for what they can get out of their relationship with Christ, rather than what they can put into their relationship with Him.

· Materialistic and carnal desires have got a hold of our hearts to the point that we can't make ourselves drop a twenty dollar bill in the offering plate every once in a while. They were giving dollar bills a hundred years ago, and we are still doing the same today!

· I don't want to look at the glass as half empty, but I do want to make those that read this book aware of where our priorities are as a whole. I understand that there are always exceptions to these statistics, but as a whole, the church is falling far short of what she has been called to do...and it all begins with our treasure!

I once read that if all Christians tithed, then we would be able to solve a host of problems that our governments have not been able to solve. 

· The first on the list is world hunger. 

· What about missionaries around the world that need support. 

· The bible talks about the hungry, the homeless, the widow, the sick, the imprisoned, the naked...the list could go on and on.

· The church is called to reach these people. 

It takes money to reach them, it takes money to save them, it takes money to feed them. We all know that money doesn't solve everything, but it sure does go a long way.

I challenge everyone here today to simply obey God in tithing, and take Him at His word, and He will prove to you that He is faithful to His promises!
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