Part Four:  Storehouse Tithing
Malachi 3:10  KJV
10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.
We can obviously see from this writing that God was very clear about where the tithe were to go. They were to be brought to the storehouse.

I want to begin by asking the question...what is the storehouse?

From the writing in Malachi, we can conclude that it was a place that was intended for the tithe of God to be stored. 

'Storehouse' however, is not the only word used to describe these places.

Here are a few more examples...

Neh 10:38-39  KJV

38 And the priest the son of Aaron shall be with the Levites, when the Levites take tithes: and the Levites shall bring up the tithe of the tithes unto the house of our God, to the chambers, into the treasure house.

39 For the children of Israel and the children of Levi shall bring the offering of the corn, of the new wine, and the oil, unto the chambers, where are the vessels of the sanctuary, and the priests that minister, and the porters, and the singers: and we will not forsake the house of our God.

Neh 13:5  KJV

5 And he had prepared for him a great chamber, where aforetime they laid the meat offerings, the frankincense, and the vessels, and the tithes of the corn, the new wine, and the oil, which was commanded to be given to the Levites, and the singers, and the porters; and the offerings of the priests.

Neh 13:12-13  KJV

12 Then brought all Judah the tithe of the corn and the new wine and the oil unto the treasuries.

13 And I made treasurers over the treasuries, Shelemiah the priest, and Zadok the scribe, and of the Levites, Pedaiah: and next to them was Hanan the son of Zaccur, the son of Mattaniah: for they were counted faithful, and their office was to distribute unto their brethren.

2 Chron 31:11-12  KJV

11 Then Hezekiah commanded to prepare chambers in the house of the Lord; and they prepared them,

12 And brought in the offerings and the tithes and the dedicated things faithfully: over which Cononiah the Levite was ruler, and Shimei his brother was the next.

The storehouse was also called a treasury, a chamber, a great chamber,  and a treasure house. These places were all intended to be a storehouse for the abundance of the tithe of God to be stored.

These tithe were brought into the storehouse so that there would be 'meat in My house.' The Levitical priesthood that ministered in the house of the Lord were sustained by the tithe that were brought into the storehouse.

· The idea of the storehouse originated all the way back to the time of Joseph in Egypt. 

· He built great storehouses to store the corn for the time of famine that would soon come upon the land.

· During the seven years of plenty, Egypt had an abundance of corn, and after everybody had what they needed the 'extra' was put in the storehouses. 

· When the seven years of famine came, t those who had need of corn could come and receive corn from the storehouse.

When God said bring all the tithe into the storehouse, was He making reference to this?

There is a great story in the book Chronicles that gives us the answer...

The story begins with Hezekiah succeeding his father Ahaz as king of Judah.

· Ahaz was not a king that served God with all of his heart. Ahaz had built high places of worship throughout the land of Judah, the people worshipped other gods and did not worship the One True God. God was not pleased with them.

· When Ahaz's son Hezekiah, took the throne, he was determined to make things right with God. The very first thing that Hezekiah did was to repair the doors of the temple of God.

· Hezekiah proceeded to assemble the priests and Levites together for the purpose of cleansing themselves and the Temple from the works of their ancestors.
· Hezekiah knew that Judah and Israel had suffered greatly for their sins, and he was determined that the whole nation would reconcile with God.

It would all begin at the Temple. ...

· Hezekiah reminded the Levites that they had been chosen by God to serve God in the Temple. With the priests back in the Temple, things soon began to turn around. 

· They cleaned up the house of God, got rid of all of the accumulated junk, and opened the doors to the people. It took them a total of sixteen days to cleanse the house of God. 

· King Hezekiah then began the process of reinstituting sacrifices to God. The priests reinstituted the music and worship in the Temple. It had been a long time coming, generations had gone by since God's laws had been obeyed.

· Soon after this, Hezekiah invited all of Israel and Judah to come to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover...not one living person in these nations had ever celebrated the Passover properly. 
· For fourteen straight days they worshipped the Lord, for fourteen straight days, they brought offerings to the Lord, they celebrated like they had never celebrated in their lifetimes. Jerusalem had not seen anything like this since the days of Solomon.

· After the Passover celebration, everybody scattered across the nations and proceeded to tear down the high places of worship, the stone monuments, the shrines, and anything that resembled idolatry. 
It wasn't until the high places were torn down that they resumed their everyday lives.

· Up to this point they had spent upwards of one month consecrating their lives back to God. It was a great awakening for the Nations of Israel and Judah, it was a time of great revival for them.

· Hezekiah wasn't satisfied though...He wanted to make sure that this wasn't a one-time thing...he wanted to make sure that it continued. So he organized groups of priests and Levites for specific service to the Lord. We would recognize this as a job description.

· Hezekiah was basically structuring the God-called ministry of his time to ensure that this revival continued. Every priest and every Levite would be put to work to ensure that God was thanked, praised, and worshipped.
·  It was Hezekiah's desire that every person in Judah get closer to God than they ever had before.

Everything was finally turning around for God's people...there was only one thing missing...the tithe that belonged to God. 

How were the priests and the Levites going to perform all of their duties without any provision?

Hezekiah saw what needed to be done, set aside his personal portion, and then went to the people...

2 Chron 31:4-8

4 Moreover he commanded the people that dwelt in Jerusalem to give the portion of the priests and the Levites, that they might be encouraged in the law of the Lord.

5 And as soon as the commandment came abroad, the children of Israel brought in abundance the firstfruits of corn, wine, and oil, and honey, and of all the increase of the fields; and the tithe of all things brought they in abundantly.

6 And concerning the children of Israel and Judah, that dwelt in the cities of Judah, they also brought in the tithe of oxen and sheep, and the tithe of holy things which were consecrated unto the Lord their God, and laid them by heaps.

7 In the third month they began to lay the foundation of the heaps, and finished them in the seventh month.

8 And when Hezekiah and the princes came and saw the heaps, they blessed the Lord, and his people Israel.

Look what happened, as soon as the commandment to bring forth God's portion came from Hezekiah, every family in the nations of Israel and Judah brought their tithe to the city of Jerusalem. 

· This tithe, the bible says, was a tithe of all things they had. 

· It wasn't just ten percent, but it was more than that. 

· How much, I don't know...but they sacrificed.

· The bible says that there was so much, that they laid their tithe in heaps, and it took four months for all of it to be gathered in.

 That is true revival right there!

Look at what happens next...

2 Chronicles 31:9-10  KJV

9 Then Hezekiah questioned with the priests and the Levites concerning the heaps.

10 And Azariah the chief priest of the house of Zadok answered him, and said, Since the people began to bring the offerings into the house of the Lord, we have had enough to eat, and have left plenty: for the Lord hath blessed his people; and that which is left is this great store.

There was so much, that after the priest provided for his family there was a great store left. 

When Hezekiah saw the great heaps, he didn't know what to do. He questioned the priests, and then commanded them to prepare a place in the house of the Lord...

2 Chron 31:11-12  KJV

11 Then Hezekiah commanded to prepare chambers in the house of the Lord; and they prepared them,

12 And brought in the offerings and the tithes and the dedicated things faithfully: over which Cononiah the Levite was ruler, and Shimei his brother was the next.

I raise this question...

Were these chambers not a store house? Are these not the tithe of God?
If we want to see true revival in America, this story is a great lesson! What happens next is just amazing to me.

· The priests and Levites had already had enough, and there was plenty left over. 
· The priest did not use the surplus....but they stored it. 
· They did not buy land.

· They did not buy more chariots and horses.

· The didn't use it on themselves.

· But they stored it.

· This surplus of tithe is the storehouse tithe.

· They built the chambers to store the heaps that were left over after the priests had provided for their families.

· Just like Joseph had the extra corn placed in a storehouse for future needs, so this tithe was placed in a chamber for future needs of the ministry.
· Hezekiah then set rulers of the Levites over the distribution of the storehouse tithe.

Where was it used?

Let's look...

2 Chron 31:15-21  KJV
15 in the cities of the priests, in their set office, to give to their brethren by courses, as well to the great as to the small:

16 Beside their genealogy of males, from three years old and upward, even unto every one that entereth into the house of the Lord, his daily portion for their service in their charges according to their courses;

17 Both to the genealogy of the priests by the house of their fathers, and the Levites from twenty years old and upward, in their charges by their courses;

18 And to the genealogy of all their little ones, their wives, and their sons, and their daughters, through all the congregation: for in their set office they sanctified themselves in holiness:

19 Also of the sons of Aaron the priests, which were in the fields of the suburbs of their cities, in every several city, the men that were expressed by name, to give portions to all the males among the priests, and to all that were reckoned by genealogies among the Levites.

20 And thus did Hezekiah throughout all Judah, and wrought that which was good and right and truth before the Lord his God.

21 And in every work that he began in the service of the house of God, and in the law, and in the commandments, to seek his God, he did it with all his heart, and prospered. 
The storehouse tithe was used for every member of the priesthood, and every member of their families. Even the women and the children. The priests and the Levites had been called by God to do their part in service to the house of God. And as such, the tithe of the storehouse was set aside for them and their families.

· Notice this though, when they had enough to provide for their families, they left the rest in store.

· And then, in verse nineteen, it says that they gave those priests that were working in the fields, and all those recorded in the genealogy of the Levites, a portion from the storehouse.

· These priests that were in the fields were men who were of the Levitical priesthood, called by God, but had abandoned their calling because Israel had not honored God in their tithe, and the priest hood could not be supported.

The result of this storehouse giving was a nation that had great revival and prospered under the blessings of the Lord!

· I wonder in the church of today, could it be that we are missing out on a blessing from God? Could it be that we are simply trying to get by with doing the very minimum for the Kingdom? 

· The bible says give and it shall be given unto you...those that sow sparingly shall also reap sparingly! Judah and Israel were so hungry for revival that they gave of their all...there wasn't any place to store the abundance of tithe. So they had to build store-houses in the house of God.

· That is Apostolic revival like they had in the book of Acts.

What speaks loudest to me though is where it was used. 

· When the high priest had enough for him and his family, they brought in more priests.
· When those priests had enough for them and their families, they actually went out into the fields and found those priests that were living in the pastures. 

These men had been called by God, but due to sin of their nation, and their kings, were not being used in the service of God.

Hezekiah made sure that they were put back to work in God's service and then given their portion of the tithe to support their families!

What an awesome example of how the tithe is meant to be used...totally in the service of Gods Kingdom! 

I wonder what kind of revival America could experience if we gave of our all to the Lord....

· Then the pastor was given portion enough to meet the needs of his family. 

· And then if there was anything left, it would be used to bring in more ministry. 
· Maybe a teacher.

· Maybe an evangelist. 

· Maybe a prophet.

What I see in this story in Chronicles is a type of the five fold ministry that we are called to be a part of.

Eph 4:11  KJV
11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

As a pastor, I realize that I can't do it all by myself. God has given me a few skills...I care for people, I have compassion for people. I can teach and lead...but I can't do everything. Nor is it Gods plan for me to do everything.

· We need Apostles, prophets, evangelists, teachers, and pastors...that is Gods ordained plan for mankind.

· I believe that the tithe in the storehouse is meant to support each and every facet of these ministries!

· What if we went beyond that?

· What about hiring a youth pastor, or a full time out reach director. Think of what could happen if we hired somebody to teach bible studies full time.

Isn't that the purpose of the five fold ministry? 

Eph 4:12-16  KJV

12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:

13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.

True revival takes us from little children to mature adults in Christ, undergirded by a solid foundation of truth.

If we really desire revival, we will expand the ministry of our churches to meet the needs of our people. Then the body of Christ will increase and we will have revival without measure.

I believe that the purpose of storehouse tithing is to ensure that the five-fold ministry is in operation in every church! Once the needs of the Pastor are met, the 'storehouse tithe' (abundance of tithe) should be used to expand the ministry of each local church, thereby increasing the body of Christ.
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