Part Five - First Fruits Tithing
Proverbs 3:9-10  KJV

9 Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:
10 So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.
Neh 10:35-37  KJV

35 And to bring the firstfruits of our ground, and the firstfruits of all fruit of all trees, year by year, unto the house of the Lord:

36 Also the firstborn of our sons, and of our cattle, as it is written in the law, and the firstlings of our herds and of our flocks, to bring to the house of our God, unto the priests that minister in the house of our God:

37 And that we should bring the firstfruits of our dough, and our offerings, and the fruit of all manner of trees, of wine and of oil, unto the priests, to the chambers of the house of our God; and the tithes of our ground unto the Levites, that the same Levites might have the tithes in all the cities of our tillage.
Without controversy, the scripture instructs us to bring the first fruits of all our increase into the house of the Lord.

The first fruits of our increase is our tithe. It is that first ten percent that belongs to God. It is very important to note that God requires the first ten percent, not the second, third, or last ten percent.

To begin this discussion, let's go to the very first record of anybody offering a first fruit to the Lord.

This is the story of Cain and Abel...

Genesis 4:3-5  KJV

3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord.

4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering:
5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.
· Abel gives of the firstlings of his flock. In the Hebrew this means the first born. 

· When he does so, God is well pleased with his offering.

· Cain does not bring the first fruits of the ground, but brings some of the fruits of the ground, it wasn't the first part. 

· God had no respect for Cain's offering.

Was Cain disobeying God? Apparently Cain knew better, because in the very next verse, God said...

Genesis 4:7  KJV  
7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. 

Deep down in Cain's heart, he knew what was right and what was wrong, and God confronted him with that knowledge.

As I have stated in previous lessons, this takes place long before the giving of the law. 

How is it that Abel gave of the firstlings of his flock when there was no law or requirement to do so?

Evidently, Abel knew that it was appropriate to do so, and he did it cheerfully. Abel, as well as Cain, both had the knowledge of what was right and what was wrong. Apparently God had instilled some knowledge of His laws inside of this very first family of earth.

From the very beginning God established this principle of the law of first things. 

Why is this so important to God? 

God wants us to know that He comes first, it is impossible for anyone or anything to replace God as first in our lives.

The law of first-fruits dictates that whatever is done with the first will determine what will happen with the remainder.

· The order is which we give to God let's God know where we place Him in our lives. 

· When we give the first ten percent, we are simply stating to God, "God your are first in my life, and you deserve the best simply because of who you are."

· God doesn't need what we are giving Him, He owns it all anyhow.

·  God needs the first because that is the position reserved for Him alone.

· When we give the first, or the best part to God, it frees the rest of our increase from the devourer.

God instilled the principles of first-fruits into the hearts of mankind at the very beginning.

· When Abraham gave tithes (first-fruits) of all he had some 400 years before the law of Moses it solidifies the fact that these men knew what God required of them. 

· There was something inside of man from the very beginning of time that knew that giving their first fruits, or the best of their possessions to the Lord was the right thing to do.
· Abraham gave in faith...he knew it was right, yet he gave willingly and cheerfully. 

Abraham gave his first-fruits (tithe) even before he was instructed to circumcise all the male members of his family. 

The covenant that God made with Abraham that included circumcision, came later.

In the New Testament, Paul said....

Romans 4:12  KJV

12 And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised.

There were some steps of faith that Abraham took before he was ever circumcised...or required to be circumcised by the laws of God.

· We are called to walk in those steps of faith.

· We know that circumcision is not required of us today, even though it became part of the law. 

· Yet first fruit tithing is one of the obvious steps of faith that Abraham took, that Paul admonishes the New Testament Church to take part in.

· Even though tithing became part of the law, it is still something that every Christian is called to do today.

Abraham's grandson, Jacob, later gave his first-fruits to the Lord before God ever became his own God.

Genesis 28:20-22  KJV

20 And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on,

21 So that I come again to my father's house in peace; then shall the Lord be my God:

22 And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God's house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.
Jacob was not yet even serving God, yet he knew that it was right to give first-fruits unto the Lord...it was instilled in his heart probably from his father Isaac.

In fact even though we do not have record of it in the bible, I believe that every generation from Adam all the way to Moses, had the same principles instilled in their hearts.

· Give the firstling of the flock, give the first of your increase to the Lord.
Every person has that character inside of them today, only now it's focus isn't God.

Imagine with me if the President of the United States was coming to your house for dinner. Immediately, there would be a flurry of activity around your house.

· You would begin by making a list of everything you could possibly do to please him.

· You would clean your home better than it was ever cleaned before.

· You would possibly even repair, paint, and refurbish your home.

· You would spend the first part of your check, maybe even all of it, preparing for His visit.

· You would purchase the best cuts of meat.

· You would find the best ingredients for the meal.

· You might even hire the best chef that you could find.

· The first thing on your mind, and in your heart would be the President's visit.

· Nothing and nobody would get in the way of that.

· To do anything less than that would be outrageous to you.

I am sure that ninety five percent of our population would feel the same way...there is no law that requires us to do so...we just know it is right.

It is a law of our conscious that was instilled there by God.

That is how Abel felt about God. That is how Abraham felt, and later Jacob...they just wanted to give their best to God! They knew that it was the right thing to do!

Eventually, because of man's neglect of God, it became the law.

Ex 23:19  KJV
19 The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou shalt bring into the house of the Lord thy God. 
There is a timeless principle set forth in this teaching...we are not only to bring the first fruits, but the first of the first fruits. The first and the best of our increase is what we bring to God...that is what God honors, that is what God blesses!

We would never think of feeding the President a leftover meal. That would be embarrassing to us and offensive to him. God feels the same way.

God desires to be first in our lives, and as such requires that we give our best (firstfruits).

The order in which we give to God also speaks to God what we feel His place is in our lives.
It is not that God needs our money, He owns it all anyhow. But God wants to know that He is first in our lives...that position should be reserved for Him!

Let me raise a hypothetical question...

If somebody is paying their 'tithe' from something other than the first ten percent, does God consider that their tithe?

All throughout the bible, it is the first ten percent that is the tithe of the Lord. The rest is considered offerings or alms.

The scripture does say that God will bless our offerings, so I believe that ten percent will be blessed, but what about the other ninety percent?

Malachi 3:11  KJV

11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts.

If we want all of our income to be blessed, then we must pay our tithes first , before anything else. 

If we do that God will honor the rest...

Romans 11:16  KJV

16 For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the branches.
By offering the first part, the whole of our possessions is blessed and sanctified.

This scripture states that if the root is holy, so are the branches.

 It reminds me of the law of the seed, if the seed is the best, and God blesses the seed, then everything else will be healthy as well.

That is how we need to look at first fruits...it is our seed!

When we look at the seed in our hand it appears small, dead, and useless. Yet deep within that seed lies the force of life....plant that seed in good ground and water it, nourish it, make sure it get's sunlight, and pretty soon it will burst forth from the ground with brand new life. 

Every spring this cycle of life repeats itself...generation after generation is guaranteed new life from that one dead, dry, and useless looking seed.

Leviticus 27:30  KJV
30 And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord's: it is holy unto the Lord.

Our tithe of seed (firstfruits) belongs to the Lord. We have returned it to Him, we have sowed it in Him, and will reap accordingly.
Galatians 6:7  KJV

7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

Even farmers understand God's laws of sowing and reaping. 

In bible times after the harvest, the farmer would pick out a percentage of the best qualities of size, weight, and color, and set this aside for the planting of next year's crops. This would guarantee the success of those future crops.

When we pick out the best of what we have and give it to God, it guarantees the success of all of our future increase.

That is why our tithe cannot be the ten percent that is left over....we reap what we sow!

· The tithe has to be the best part....the first part of our increase.

· Our tithe is given first by faith to God to signify that God deserves first place because He is God.

 If we give with that attitude, the remaining ninety percent will be blessed beyond measure.

1 | Page

