Part Six - Tithing and giving and it's on Impact Revival

2 Corinthians 9:6   KJV
6 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.

I want to begin this lesson by asking a question...
Is revival directly connected to our tithing and our giving?
I want to set out to answer that question for you today:
One of the most frustrating thoughts that I deal with as a pastor is, "Where is the money going to come from."

· Lord you called me to this city for the purpose of revival.

· You have commissioned the church to go out into the highways and byways to compel people to come.

· This gospel of the kingdom must be preached in all nations for Your Name sake.

· Lord you said that we need pastors, teachers, prophets, evangelists, and apostles.

· We need them for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, and for the edifying of the body.

· We need land, buildings, and ministers to house this revival. 

How are we going to accomplish Your will without the finances that we need?

I believe that God is upset that we even have to bother ourselves with that question. Nevertheless, the question still exists: 

How can we have revival without the proper funds?

The answer is, we can't.
It takes money to have revival. Just like anything else in our world takes money, revival takes money.

Even while I am writing this chapter, my wife has asked for the approval of funds to be released for a myriad of expenses for our church building. And guess what, our offering came nowhere close to covering those expenses.

· I am not complaining, just stating the truth.

· In fact, there are many other men of God who are struggling much worse than I am. 

· There are many other ministries that are suffering and struggling with financial ruin.

Why is that? Could it be because only four percent of professing Christians tithe back to the Lord. Is it any wonder the church is struggling to have revival?

We are not having revival because we are too worried about the bills: Money that should be used to expand the ministry is being used for; electricity, gas, water, heat, the mortgage, repair and so on. 

· Many of you pastors can't even think about taking a salary, much less hiring a youth pastor. 

· And what about missions?

· How can you afford to do that?

It is the same old 80/20 rule, 20% of the people carrying 80% of the burden. That was never the plan of God for His kingdom.

The bible says...

Matt 6:21  KJV
21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

Our heart follows our treasure, and since America is not putting their money into the Kingdom of God, their hearts are not their either.

Tithing is not simply about money, it is an issue of the heart. God is trusting us to faithfully manage His funds. If we can't manage the ten percent, how could God ever trust us with more?

Luke 16:10  KJV

10 He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much.
Our tithing and our giving is directly related to revival! He can't give us any more if we can't handle what we already have!
If we want to grow on a spiritual level we have to be faithful in the small things.

Here is where the problem lies, a great percentage of Christianity does not consider tithing or giving a small thing...to them it is a huge obstacle.

· Try preaching about money at your next service and watch how uncomfortable people get. 

· It will get quiet very quickly. 

· Speaking about money touches a delicate nerve in people that can immediately set them against you. 

A discussion of money may well shut the ears of your listeners before you ever get a chance to teach them.

Frank M. Hubbard said, "When a fellow says, 'It ain't the money, but it's the principle of the thing,' it's the money."

· It is almost always about the money. 

· It is the money that makes people nervous.

· It is the thought of owing God that makes people squeamish. 

It ought not to be that way, but it is.

I was a first hand witness to how it ought to work in the kingdom of God...(your own testimony would work better here)

I grew up in a pastor's home in the city of Oshawa, Ontario, Canada. For a long time, I can remember our church being a small church. Sometimes there were only seven people in attendance, and they were my two brothers, my two sisters, myself, and my parents. There was not a lot of money generated by our church.

Our church building was fairly small, it accommodated about one hundred people max. My parents had started a daycare in the basement that helped support our family and the church. They worked nonstop at both the day care and the church. It wasn't until I was about fifteen years old that our church had grown to the point of needing a new building. Not only did we need a new building, we needed land. Where was the money going to come from?

 The year was 1981, we were in the middle of a terrible recession, and we needed about five hundred thousand dollars to make everything happen. I didn't know how my dad was going to do it.

Even though I was only fifteen years old at the time, I understood that asking for that kind of money, in the middle of a recession, from a small group of people, was going to be a huge challenge for my father. 

GM had three huge factories in our city, and the city of Oshawa was the headquarters for General Motors of Canada. The GM plants, and all of the related industries in our city, employed some thirty thousand people. Yet during this time, many of them were laid off because of the recession. 

Many of the men in our church were unemployed, nobody had any money to speak of, and speaking about money was a very risky and touchy thing to do during this recession. So to try and raise a half a million dollars, in my opinion, was totally insane.

My dad though, had faith that I didn't have, and he set out to accomplish the plan of God for our community with a boldness, and a faith in God to do the impossible.

 I can remember the first service when he presented the need to the people, I felt embarrassed for him, and I wanted to slink down in the pew I was sitting in. I remember wondering if the people were going to get up and walk out on him that day.

Then something totally unpredictable and amazing happened, my dad began the process by pledging five thousand dollars that he didn't have. 

Then he made this statement, "Money is not our problem!"
 Of course, we all knew that money was everyone's problem at the time, so the whole church laughed at his statement thinking it was kind of a joke. My dad laughed along with them for a moment then proceeded to make another statement, "We don't have any money, so how could it be our problem?" At that point they realized where my dad was coming from, it struck a chord in the hearts of every person in the building that day, and every person broke into uncontrollable laughter.

 Here we were, all broke, unemployed, in the middle of the worst recession since the days of the 'great depression', and my dad, our pastor, was telling us that money was not our problem. At the same time he was asking for half a million dollars to purchase property and build and new church building. 

The people saw the impossibility of the situation, and saw that my dad had a joyful and cheerful exuberance about it all, and it made them laugh in the face of the enemy.

We all suddenly realized that we didn't have any money, so it really wasn't our problem...this was God's church so this was God's problem! 

I think it dawned on every person in the building that day, that this was going to be a total faith in God thing. The faith of my father began to rub off on all of the people, and his statement, "Money is not our problem" caught on and became the slogan for our building program over the next year and a half. 

That very first day, people who had no money, no job, and just a little bit of faith, began to cheerfully pledge huge amounts of money to a cause that a man of God had a vision for.

I have to admit, as a fifteen year old somewhat skeptical preachers kid, I got pulled in as well. My brothers, and sisters and I began to pledge money that we didn't have right along with everybody else in the church. It was an amazing and miraculous time for our city. 

My dad and mom had faithfully labored there for about seventeen years up to this point, and to see the faith, and joy of the people on that day was an unforgettable experience for me.

Over the course of the next year and a half, my dad would get up during church and say, "Money is not our problem." Every time he said that, the people would be pulled out of the circumstances of their lives, and laugh with joy unspeakable and full of glory. It always reminded us that God was in control of our lives and our finances. 

My dad would then take up another faith offering for the building project, and every time, people would cheerfully give to the Kingdom of God. Month after month offerings began to pour in to the church, and it was not uncommon for this group of seventy people or so to pledge thirty thousand dollars at any given service. 

People began to see what their sacrifice was doing. They saw the land, they saw the blueprints, they went to the town council meetings and watched my dad persuade them to allow a church on the piece of land that we had purchased. It was all happening right before our eyes, this was a miracle of God that nobody could deny.

The scripture rang true, "For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." Those that were skeptical in the beginning, began to see that the peoples sacrifice was making a difference, and soon they began to give to the cause as well. The more the people gave, the more their hearts were pulled in to the work of God in our city.
About a year and a half after it all began, our people marched from our old location at 320 Ritson Rd. South, to our new location at 700 Ritson Rd. North in the city of Oshawa. It was about a three mile walk to our new building, and every person in the church took part in that victory march on that beautiful Sunday morning in 1982. We made a statement to our city that day, the statement was that God was in control, and truly money was not our problem. 

What was humorous to me was that in the years that followed, everywhere my dad travelled, whether it be to camp meetings, missions conferences, or special services of any sort, my father was asked to take up the offering in those services. 

Other men of God were simply trying to get the faith of my dad to rub off on their own people. What was really amazing though is that it worked. Wherever he went, he would use the same slogan, "Money is not our problem." People would break out in spontaneous but heartfelt laughter, and then my dad would give the first pledge, and soon everyone else would follow. My dad was able to raise record amounts of money all over the nation of Canada because of his faith and his attitude towards giving to the kingdom of God. Cheerful giving is contagious, and God blesses a cheerful giver!

In the worst recession of our day, God built a powerful revival church in our city...in the space of about two years, our church grew from seventy people to almost three hundred in attendance every Sunday.

It all started by a man of God responding to the vision that God gave him, and a few people cheerfully but sacrificially giving what they did not have!

The bible says, 'The Lord loves a cheerful giver.' We really should desire to please the Lord with our attitude of giving to His Kingdom.

If we really want to be the 'salt' of the earth, then we need to embrace tithing and sacrificial giving  like we never have before...it is God's financial plan for His kingdom.

Matt 9:37-38  KJV

37 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;

38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.

We, as the church can't stay where we are any longer, the harvest is already white, and the bible says that the laborers are few. 

· Are the laborers few because the tithe is few? 

· Is the church struggling to reap the harvest because of her struggle to pay tithe? 

To a large degree, I believe that the answers to both of these questions are yes, and yes.

Revival in the Old Testament

In one of the previous chapters, I shared the story of King Hezekiah tearing down the high places of worship, and restoring the temple of God for its intended service.

· It had been years and even generations since the people had ever considered God's laws.

· They had never even celebrated the Passover. 

· They certainly did not pay their tithes. 

Yet as soon as the King instructed them to pay their tithe they responded without measure.

2 Chron 31:4-8

4 Moreover he commanded the people that dwelt in Jerusalem to give the portion of the priests and the Levites, that they might be encouraged in the law of the Lord.

5 And as soon as the commandment came abroad, the children of Israel brought in abundance the firstfruits of corn, wine, and oil, and honey, and of all the increase of the fields; and the tithe of all things brought they in abundantly.

6 And concerning the children of Israel and Judah, that dwelt in the cities of Judah, they also brought in the tithe of oxen and sheep, and the tithe of holy things which were consecrated unto the Lord their God, and laid them by heaps.

7 In the third month they began to lay the foundation of the heaps, and finished them in the seventh month.

8 And when Hezekiah and the princes came and saw the heaps, they blessed the Lord, and his people Israel.

The tithe of the people was so great that they had to lay it in heaps, and build chambers to contain it. It took four months for all of it to be gathered.

· Imagine an offering that took four months to gather together...I have never heard of such a thing in our day.

· When it was finally gathered it was put to proper use supporting all aspects of the priesthood, their service to God, and their families.

· A nation, that just a few months earlier was living in defeat, many of its cities taken by the Philistines, was now living in total victory.

Read the account of these contrasting stories...

2 Chron 28:18-19  KJV
18 The Philistines also had invaded the cities of the low country, and of the south of Judah, and had taken Beth-shemesh, and Ajalon, and Gederoth, and Shocho with the villages thereof, and Timnah with the villages thereof, Gimzo also and the villages thereof: and they dwelt there.

19 For the Lord brought Judah low because of Ahaz king of Israel; for he made Judah naked, and transgressed sore against the Lord.

Under Ahaz, they  had no respect for the laws of God. Many of their cities were taken captive, and the Lord brought the nation of Judah low.

 Under Hezekiah his son, they did everything they could do to obey God, including tithing.

2 Chron 32:22  KJV
22 Thus the Lord saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem from the hand of Sennacherib the king of Assyria, and from the hand of all other, and guided them on every side.

God protected them from the hand of every enemy, and Gods hand was with them on every side! That is Old Testament revival at its best! Tithing played a huge role in this revival!

In fact, in each great revival that God sent to Israel and Judah, tithing is one of the things that was renewed or 'revived' among them.

After the captivity of Israel in Babylon, Nehemiah organized the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem. 

· The people had been captive for seventy years, children had been born and died in captivity, they had not practiced the laws of God in generations.

· After the completion of the walls, the people of Israel gathered together for a fast. The people of Israel stood up, confessed their sins, the sins of their fathers, and repented before God.

· They even made a binding pledge with God, and had the princes and the priests seal it. This was a pledge for all of the people of Israel to turn back to God. Much of this pledge had to do with tithing.

 This was part of them coming back to God! Isn't that what revival is, coming back to God?

Listen to their pledge...

Neh 10:34-38  KJV
34 And we cast the lots among the priests, the Levites, and the people, for the wood offering, to bring it into the house of our God, after the houses of our fathers, at times appointed year by year, to burn upon the altar of the Lord our God, as it is written in the law:

35 And to bring the firstfruits of our ground, and the firstfruits of all fruit of all trees, year by year, unto the house of the Lord:

36 Also the firstborn of our sons, and of our cattle, as it is written in the law, and the firstlings of our herds and of our flocks, to bring to the house of our God, unto the priests that minister in the house of our God:

37 And that we should bring the firstfruits of our dough, and our offerings, and the fruit of all manner of trees, of wine and of oil, unto the priests, to the chambers of the house of our God; and the tithes of our ground unto the Levites, that the same Levites might have the tithes in all the cities of our tillage.

38 And the priest the son of Aaron shall be with the Levites, when the Levites take tithes: and the Levites shall bring up the tithe of the tithes unto the house of our God, to the chambers, into the treasure house.

This began the revival of Israel after the Babylonian captivity. 

The tithing wasn't a one-time thing, it continued, and so did the revival!

 Read on...

Neh 12:43-47   KJV
43 Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced: for God had made them rejoice with great joy: the wives also and the children rejoiced: so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard even afar off.

44 And at that time were some appointed over the chambers for the treasures, for the offerings, for the firstfruits, and for the tithes, to gather into them out of the fields of the cities the portions of the law for the priests and Levites: for Judah rejoiced for the priests and for the Levites that waited.

45 And both the singers and the porters kept the ward of their God, and the ward of the purification, according to the commandment of David, and of Solomon his son.

46 For in the days of David and Asaph of old there were chief of the singers, and songs of praise and thanksgiving unto God.

47 And all Israel in the days of Zerubbabel, and in the days of Nehemiah, gave the portions of the singers and the porters, every day his portion: and they sanctified holy things unto the Levites; and the Levites sanctified them unto the children of Aaron.
· Even the greeters, and the musicians received portion from the tithe!

· The bible says that they rejoiced with great joy, and their joy was heard afar off. 

· These were a people that loved to give to God, and their cheerful giving brought revival to their entire country!

I believe this stories are written for our examples!

1 Cor 10:11  KJV
11 Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.
We can have great revival, just as Israel did...if we give and sacrifice and pay our tithe!

The nation of Israel had its ups and downs. They would back slide, and then come back to God, back slide and then come back to God...we know the history. 

Yet every time they quit tithing, they backslid. 

Are you seeing a pattern here?
 The tithe are always involved in our relationship with God. Our tithe has always been a matter of our hearts. God knows this, and so do we!

In the very last book of the Old Testament, you can find evidence that the remnant that came out of captivity eventually did just as their fathers did...they quit tithing and they backslid from God.

The word of the Lord came forth from the prophet Malachi that God was coming to judge them....Read this passage in this context in which it was written, and you will be struck with a revelation of what tithing and the giving of offerings  represents....

Mal 3:7-8  KJV

7 Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and have not kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lord of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return?
8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.
This reference about tithing has been studied, debated, fought over, and taken out of context almost more than any other writing in scripture.

Let's talk about it in the context in which it is written!

· This book of prophecy sets up the return of Jesus Christ, and also His plan for revival in the world.

· Israel has once again backslid from God, God is upset about it and comes to judge them.

· In His mercy, God gives them a chance to turn back to Him. God's exact words are, "Return unto me, and I will return unto you."

They ask God, "Wherein shall we return?" And God said, "In tithes and offerings."

The very first thing that God asked Israel to do to experience revival was to turn back to Him in their tithe and offerings!
· The bible states that God never changes, that His word is forever settled, and that His promises are Yea and Amen. 

· If God promised revival to Israel when they paid their tithe and offering, how much more will He do the same for us today?

Law, or no law, New Covenant or Old Covenant, Dispensation of Grace or not, if we want true revival, it begins with our treasure.

God knows that our heart will follow our treasure, and if He could get Israel to pay their tithe and their offering, then their hearts would soon follow!

Listen to what God promises them...
Mal 3:9-12  KJV

9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.

10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.

11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts.
12 And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts.
If we desire to be blessed with revival, let's support the kingdom as God intended!

Revival in the New Testament

The revival in the first century church obviously started by the miraculous outpouring of the Holy Ghost in Acts chapter two, but it continued in large part due to the giving of the people....
Acts 2:42-47  KJV

42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.

44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common;

45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.

46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,

47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.

Acts 4:34-35  
34 Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold,

35 And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need.
They sold their possessions and gave them to the church. 

· They sold houses and land throughout the book of Acts, and laid the money at the Apostles feet. 

· The Apostles were able to fund the revival through the giving of the people.

· Eventually they sent out their own missionaries to Asia, Europe, and their known world. 

If I see any pattern change at all between the Old and the New Testaments, it is that giving increases in the New Testament!

They sold all of their possessions.

Jesus asked the rich man to give his all and follow Him.

Luke 18:22

22 Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me.
Zacchaeus gave half of his possessions, and restored four-fold of what he had taken from any man.
It is when we cheerfully give of our all, that true revival will overtake America and our world!
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