Chapter Eight - Sacrificial Giving

At the close of this series, I would like to speak to you about sacrificial giving...there has never been a successful church built anywhere in the world without sacrifice. 

Nobody has ever accomplished great things for God without sacrifice. Success in the kingdom of God, or anywhere else in life for that matter, only comes through sacrifice.

· Sacrifice of finance.

· Sacrifice of time.

· Sacrifice of family.

· Sacrifice of friends.

· Sacrifice of health.

· Sacrifice of Education.

· Sacrifice of Position.

·  Sacrifice of life.

....the list goes on and on and on.

Our great nation of America was built on every one of the above mentioned sacrifices. The sacrifice of life being the most costly of all. 

There have been approximately 1.2 million US soldiers who have sacrificed their lives for this great country. That number is rising every day, and I am thankful for their sacrifice because I know that my children will be able to live in one nation under God, and they will be able to live freely in peace, safety, and harmony. 

Countries and religions all over the world have defended their beliefs with the sacrifice of life.

The sacrifice of life is the ultimate sacrifice. Jesus said...

John 15:13  KJV

13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.
Jesus loved us so much that he gave His life for us. When we talk about sacrifice there is nothing greater than that. Jesus was our greatest example of giving!
There is a story told of a young boy whose older brother was in a car crash. The father approached the younger son shortly after the crash and said, "Son, if you will, your older brother needs a blood transfusion in order to live. The doctors have determined that only you can provide this blood. Will you provide blood for your brother so that he may live?" The younger son did not hesitate in answering that he would indeed help his older brother survive. Unknown to the little boy was the relative simplicity and safety of the procedure. 

The car ride to the hospital was unusually quiet for this normally very talkative little boy. The father, who at the same time, was in the most awkward and difficult position of his entire life, thought it best to leave the young boy to his own thoughts. 

The father and young boy entered the now familiar doors of the town hospital. As the father and son sat in the hospital room, the nurse entered with the needle in hand. She commented on how courageous the young boy was, prepared the boys right arm as she had done to hundreds of other patients over the years, and slowly inserted the needle into his arm; the vial began to quickly fill with the young boys blood. After the vial filled, the young boy, with tears in his eyes, turned to his father and asked, "Daddy, how long do I have now before I die?" 

I have two boys of my own, one is nine years old, the other six. When I read this story, I saw, in my mind's eye, my youngest boy asking me that same question, "Daddy, how long do I have now before I die?" Let me tell you, the tears immediately started streaming out of my eyes. 

Stories of sacrifice grip our hearts in a powerful way, they impact us in ways that nothing else can. 

As I considered the possibility of my own son thinking that he was giving up his life to save his brother, I could not help but think of how Jesus is watching and looking down on us every day.

 He is looking for somebody who is willing to sacrifice for the sake of the Kingdom of God, and when they do, His heart is touched just like ours was when we hear this story?

· Yes, God is impacted by our sacrifice for Him!

· God is moved beyond measure when we sacrifice and give to His Kingdom. 

· God can't help Himself but to bless, and reward those who sacrifice for His cause! 

That is just part of the law and nature of God.

The majority of this series of course, has been centered on our sacrifice of finances. I have focused on the sacrifice of finances because Jesus said that our finances are key to where our hearts are. 

I have found that to be so true in my life. Let's face it, every person sacrifices their finances on something...and ninety nine times out of one hundred that is where their heart ends up as well.

My key verse is taken from the book of Matthew, you have read it in almost every chapter in this book. Jesus said...

Matthew 6:21  KJV 
21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

When Jesus spoke these words, He was talking about making it to heaven. If we want our hearts to be in heaven with Jesus one day, then our treasures have to be laid up in heavenly places.

The only way we can place our treasures in heaven while we are on this earth, is by investing them into the kingdom of God on this earth.

Matt 6:19-24  KJV

19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:

20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:

21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light.

23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!

24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

Jesus ended this part of His sermon by saying, "Ye cannot serve God and mammon."

Mammon simply means ones wealth, or their material possessions, or the things that they value.

 We cannot serve God and the things of this world...we will hate one and love the other.

· The gist of Jesus teaching in His sermon on the mount was simple, nobody is ever going to make it to heaven by holding on to the treasures and things of this world

· If we are not willing to give and sacrifice to the Kingdom of God, we are simply not going to walk through the gates of pearl.

· Our heart has to be set on Jesus Christ, and that all hinges on where our treasure is.

Jesus was admonishing his disciples to put their treasures in heaven, to store them up in heaven, because Jesus knew that doing so would serve an eternal purpose in them.

· His disciples would go on to do many wonderful works for the Lord. 

· They would go on to establish His Church on this earth. 

· They would eventually sacrifice their lives for Christ.

Would they have given their lives for Christ at the very beginning of their walk with God? No way! 

The disciples began their walk with Christ by sacrificing their professions...

· Jesus said follow me and I will make you fishers of men...so they gave up their nets and followed Jesus. 
· That in itself was a huge sacrifice for them.

· Over the course of the next three and a half years, they sacrificed their time, their finances, their relationships, and almost everything they had, except their lives, to follow Christ.

Fast forward now to the final chapter of the book of John...Here we read of Peter, John, and five of the other twelve disciples of Jesus joining together to go fishing.

Keep in mind that they had just been through the most trying and confusing time in their life...the crucifixion of their friend, teacher, and Lord...

John 21:2-3  KJV
2 There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples.

3 Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing.

The disciples were trying to find purpose and meaning in everything that had just happened.

 Peter for one, was feeling guilty for denying the Lord three times. 

· Peter was done, and it was his idea to go fishing. What Peter was saying by this was, "I am going back to my old life, I have messed up, Jesus is gone, and all I have left is fishing. I'm done with following Jesus."

· Peter was their leader, he was the one with the keys to the Kingdom, so the rest of the disciples followed along not knowing what else to do, they too were basically giving up. 
· They didn't have much luck fishing that night, in fact they fished all night long and caught nothing.

· Then they see Jesus, who urges them to cast their nets on the other side of the boat. When they do, they can't pull the net in because of the great number of fish that they catch.

Jesus calls them in to the shore where he has a fire of coals prepared for them.

· He knows exactly what is going on in the heart and mind of Peter, and so Jesus walks Peter back through his guilt.

· Peter had denied the Lord three times just days previous to this, and so Jesus asks the question, "Do you love Me?" three times in front of all the other disciples.

 Jesus wasn't asking them, He was asking Peter.

· Jesus was walking Peter back through his denial.

· Jesus was walking Peter back through three and a half years of relationship.

· Jesus was walking Peter back through all of the sacrifices that he had made to be with Jesus.
In just a few days, Peter would be speaking the first message of the Church at Pentecost.

Jesus was simply saying to Peter, "What are you thinking, you have come too far to turn back now, you have invested too much, you have sacrificed too much to give up on Me now."

Jesus knew that Peter would do the right thing, He just had to remind him a few times.

Then, Jesus said a strange and interesting thing to Peter...
John 21:18-23  KJV
18 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not.

19 This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me.

Jesus kind of made this statement out of the blue,  "Peter, when you get old, your death is going to glorify me. Now follow me."

That caught Peter off guard, he didn't know exactly how to react to that. He did not know what to do. 

Then he turned around to see John following Jesus...
20 Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following; which also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee?

21 Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do?

22 Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me.

23 Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, that that disciple should not die: yet Jesus said not unto him, He shall not die; but, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee?

Peter's immediate reaction is, "What about John, is he going to die in service to you as well?" Peter was looking for confirmation that they would all have the same end.

Peter did not want to be the only one who would sacrifice his life for Jesus.

Jesus said, "That has nothing to do with you, all that you need to focus on is following me!"

This was a critical point for the disciples, to borrow from the book, this was the 'tipping point' in their calling. Jesus knew that whatever Peter decided to do, could well impact all of the disciples.

Having said that, all of Jesus focus at that moment was on Peter. 

Five times in the space of seven verses, Jesus admonished Peter...Feed my sheep...Follow Me...Follow thou Me...Feed My Sheep! 

By walking Peter back through his past, not just through the denials, but through the three and a half years of sacrifice that Peter had given to the Lord, Jesus was able to remind Peter that his heart was truly sold out to Him. Even to the point of sacrificing his life for Him.

· It worked, Peter was ready. From that day forward, the disciples were a different group...they were on a mission for Jesus, they were ready to die for their Savior. 

· They went on to Jerusalem, where Peter preached the first message of the Apostolic church, and the revival fires that started that day, are still burning 2000 years later.

· The disciples went on to continue the work of the kingdom throughout the first century, all but John sacrificing their lives for the cause of Christ. Truly, their treasures were laid up in heaven.

We have Christianity today because Jesus gave his life, but also because Peter, Andrew, Paul, and the others sacrificed everything they had for the purpose of reaching their generation for Jesus!

What are we willing to give to Christ? Are you willing to give your all to Him? Is your treasure in this? Are you willing to sacrifice?

A sobbing little girl stood near a small church from which she had been turned away because it 'was too crowded'. 

"I can't go to Sunday School," she sobbed to the pastor as he walked by. 

Seeing her shabby, unkempt appearance, the pastor guessed the reason and, taking her by the hand, took her inside and found a place for her in the Sunday School class. 

The child was so touched that she went to bed that night thinking of the children who have no place to worship Jesus. 

Some two years later, this child lay dead in one of the poor tenement buildings. The parents called for the kind-hearted pastor, who had befriended their daughter to handle the final arrangements. As her poor little body was being moved, a worn and crumpled purse was found which seemed to have been rummaged from some trash dump. Inside was found 57 cents and a note scribbled in childish handwriting which read, "This is to help build the little church bigger so more children can go to Sunday school."

For two years she had saved for this offering of love. 

When the pastor tearfully read that note, he knew instantly what he would do. Carrying this note and the cracked, red pocketbook to the pulpit, he told the story of her unselfish love and devotion. He challenged his deacons to get busy and raise enough money for the larger building.

But the story does not end there! A newspaper learned of the story and published it. 

It was read by a realtor who offered them a parcel of land worth many thousands. When told that the church could not pay so much, he offered it for a 57 cent payment. Church members made large subscriptions. Checks came from far and wide. Within five years the little girl's gift had increased to $250,000.00 - a huge sum for that time (in the late 1800's). 

Her unselfish love had paid large dividends. 

When you are in the city of Philadelphia, look up Temple Baptist Church, with a seating capacity of 3,300, and Temple University, where thousands of students are trained. Have a look, too, at the Good Samaritan Hospital, and at a Sunday School building which houses hundreds of Sunday school children, so that no child in the area will ever need to be left outside at Sunday school time.

In one of the rooms of this building may be seen the picture of the sweet face of the little girl whose 57 cents, so sacrificially saved, made such remarkable history. Alongside of it is a portrait of her kind pastor, Dr. Russell H. Conwell, author of the book, "Acres of Diamonds." 

- a true story.

This little girl gave simply out of her faith and her love for God. She didn't give ten percent, or even fifteen percent...she sacrificially gave all she had.
· God was so moved by her sacrifice, that He multiplied it some five hundred thousand times in the space of five years.

· Her sacrifice is still impacting lives at Temple University today...there are no numbers that can be put on that kind of sacrifice. 

· Like the disciples, this little girl would no doubt have given her life for Jesus.

Her treasure was truly laid up in heaven, where is your treasure today? 

What will you sacrifice for the Kingdom in this hour?

1 | Page

